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John Kimmett of South Shore Peer Recovery, Annmarie Galvin of Scituate FACTS, the Rep. Jim 

Cantwell, D-Marshfield and Scituate Police Chief Michael Stewart support a drug court in 

Hingham. Wicked Local Staff Photo/Kristi Funderburk 

 

More comprehensive than the general court system, a 

drug court puts an individual on a path to recovery that 

includes weekly court appearances with a single judge, 

counseling, drug testing and a system of sanctions, 

District Court Chief Justice Paul Dawley said. 
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SCITUATE  

Already home to various community coalitions and recovery networks, Plymouth County will 

soon have another way to help people struggling with substance abuse. 

A drug court is set to open in Hingham District Court this spring, once a chief probation officer 

is appointed. 

The model, which gives people an option toward recovery rather than leave them facing jail 

time, is something local advocates have wanted for years, as the opiate epidemic has grown to 

touch every community and the number of overdoses, and opiate-related deaths, has spiked. 
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“I have spoken with persons who were helped by the drug court concept, when everything else 

was failing,” Scituate Police Chief Michael Stewart said.  

More comprehensive than the general court system, a drug court puts an individual on a path to 

recovery that includes weekly court appearances with a single judge, counseling, drug testing 

and a system of sanctions, District Court Chief Justice Paul Dawley said. 

It’s open to adults ages 18 and older who are high risk, such as those most likely to re-offend, or 

high need, particularly because they have trouble breaking their addiction habits, he said.  

Participation in a drug court requires a recommendation from a probation officer, judge, defense 

attorney, or prosecutor who recognizes a case of serious substance abuse and who thinks said 

individual would be a good candidate for the program. Dawley said that team approach helps the 

individual see the complex program through to graduation 18 to 24 months after the first session. 

“The intensity of the overall experience brings successful outcomes,” he said. 

A drug court not only addresses public health, but also public safety, Dawley said. 

Citing the National Association of District Court Professionals, he said 75 percent of graduates 

remain arrest free for two years. Also nationally, every $1 invested in a drug court can save 

taxpayers about $3.30 in avoided criminal justice costs alone, the same organization reports. 

In Massachusetts, the drug court concept is still fairly young. Quincy’s drug court was among the 

first in the state when it opened in 2001. More locally, Plymouth District Court has had one since 

2011 and Brockton started its drug court last year. 

Overall, there are 22 drug courts in the state and 2,500 nationwide. 

The Massachusetts Trial Court and state legislators wanted to make drug courts a priority, calling 

for an effort to grow the number statewide so every probationer has access to a drug court, even 

if their local court doesn’t offer sessions, Dawley said. 

The state Legislature allocated $3 million last year to pay for the expansion of drug courts, 

Dawley said. Hingham District Court will house is one of five drug courts currently in 

development. Others are expected to open in Taunton, Worcester, Pittsfield and Springfield. 

The Honorable Heather M.S. Bradley, First Justice Hingham District Court, envisions 

Hingham’s new drug court as “a problem-solving court.” 

“In my five years as a judge, I’ve seen the same thing in Hingham District Court as I'm seeing 

statewide—widespread substance abuse that impacts the community and underlies many 

criminal cases.” 

Hingham came to mind as a possible location for two years, Dawley said, through conversations 

he had with Chief Stewart, state Rep. Jim Cantwell, D-Marshfield, and Annmarie Galvin, co-

founder of The Scituate FACTS Coalition (Families, Adolescents and Communities Together 

against Substances). 

After examining the target population, probation and police data, Department of Public Health 

numbers on overdoses and hospital admittance, and the strength of support in the community and 

court, Dawley said Hingham fit the criteria for a drug court. 



The Hingham District Court serves Scituate, Rockland, Hanover, Norwell and Hull in addition to 

the residents of its own community. 

State public health data shows in 2014 the six towns had a combined 10 opiate-related overdose 

deaths, the majority of which affected Scituate (five) and Rockland (three). The same data shows 

there were 89 opiate-related deaths in Plymouth County and 1,009 statewide that year. 

“Every town under Hingham District Court is touched by opioid overdoses and related deaths,” 

Bradley said. “It is here in your community—it can be anyone's child, loved one, or family 

member coming before me who is struggling with substance abuse.” 

Cantwell said the support for a drug court in the area is clear, noting Bradley to the growing 

number of grassroots efforts nearby, such as FACTS and South Shore Peer Recovery, which 

recently opened a headquarters in Scituate. 

Galvin said people behind FACTS and the peer recovery support organization look forward to 

harnessing the power of their existing partners and programs to support the drug court. 

While she called it unfortunate individuals with under-treated behavioral health problems often 

end up in the courts, Galvin said the drug court could become a safety net for those in need. 

Like FACTS and peer recovery, a successful drug court model can help individuals navigate a 

complicated treatment system and connect them with a variety of services that best suit them and 

offer a range of supports from safe housing to job training, Galvin said. 

“Treatment alone is rarely enough to recover from any complex chronic disease. Individuals in 

early recovery from Substance Use Disorder need many kinds of support and new skills to be 

successful over the long-term. A drug court is perfect way to deliver all of this,” she said. 

Cantwell, an attorney and former assistant district attorney, said he’s wondered whether a person 

with a long court history could have been put on a better path after that first trip to the 

courthouse 

A drug court can make that difference and because of the efforts of judges like Dawley to put the 

court system in a position to respond to it, the drug court will now play an integral role in the 

opiate crisis, Cantwell said. 

“This court is going to save lives,” he said. 

Hingham senior reporter Carol Britton Meyer contributed to this report. 

Follow editor Kristi Funderburk on Twitter @kfunder 

 


