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MANCHESTER, N.H. —Another piece has been added to the puzzle to curb New 

Hampshire’s drug crisis: Drug courts are about to go statewide. 

http://www.wmur.com/news/gov-hassan-to-sign-bill-tuesday-establishing-drug-courts-

statewide/40040000 
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Gov. Maggie Hassan plans to sign a bipartisan bill Tuesday to establish a drug court 

program across the Granite State. 

 

“It's good to have many avenues to treatment,” said Stephanie Bergeron, interim chief 

executive officer of Serenity Place treatment center in Manchester. “A well-managed 

access point to treatment, like a drug court, provides the opportunity for people to get the 

appropriate level of care that they need.” 

Drug courts take high-risk and high-need offenders and put them into a program of 

treatment and accountability. 

Bergeron said it was unclear whether her organization would work directly with the 

courts. 

“It could provide different avenues to treatment, and what that would mean for us is we're 

willing to provide any level of care that anyone needs, so if we were a partner in the drug 

court system, we would certainly welcome that but I'm not quite sure at this time what 

that could mean,” she said. 

A few weeks ago, Hassan said a statewide approach will make a difference. 
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“It helps reduce crime, it helps us save money and, with really close community 

supervision and intensive treatment, it helps people with addiction return to being 

contributing members of our society,” she said. 

Results have already been seen in New Hampshire. Last month, three people were in the 

first group to graduate from the Hillsborough County-South drug court. 

It’s those success stories that are giving hope to people on the front lines. 

“It is just another kind of cog in the wheel that we really need to see happen, because it 

does provide access to treatment to a population in the community that needs it just as 

much as everyone else,” Bergeron said. 

Currently, there are about a half-dozen drug courts in New Hampshire. The new bill will 

expand the program to every county in the state. 
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MANCHESTER, N.H. (AP) — New Hampshire Gov. Maggie Hassan is going to sign into law a 

bill establishing a statewide drug court program. 

The program will help those battling addiction access treatment and recovery services. 

The bill establishes a statewide drug offender grant program, setting up the drug courts or 

alternative programs. It also transfers $40 million to the state's Rainy Day fund this year. 

The bill signing is scheduled for Tuesday in Manchester. 

 

 


