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Dear Colleagues,

We welcome you to this year’s Drug Court Conference: Where Justice and 

Treatment Meet — Facing Complex Issues. This conference promises to 

be an exciting and dynamic event as we bring together national, state, and 

local experts — the best researchers and practitioners in the drug court 

field — to address the most pressing and complex issues  facing drug court 

professionals in New England.

The crisis that we are facing is indeed complex — and demands that we 

work together to address the challenges in a coordinated, yet multi-faceted 

approach. This conference is the result of rich collaboration between the 

Bureau of Substance Abuse Services at the Department of Public Health, 

the Trial Court, the Department of Mental Health, and the New England 

Association of Drug Court Professionals. 

We hope you find this conference a valuable opportunity for learning, sharing, 

and networking. Our special thanks and appreciation go to our partners, 

sponsors, and exhibitors who have made this conference possible.

Paula M. Carey, Chief Justice of the Trial Court

Harry Spence, Court Administrator

Lydie Ultimo, Director, DPH Bureau of Substance Abuse Services

Karen Pressman, DPH – BSAS Director of Planning and Development

Debra Pinals, MD, DMH Assistant Commissioner for Forensic Services

Honorable  Robert Ziemian, President, NEADCP Board of Directors

Roberta Garson Leis, Executive Director, NEADCP

We would like to thank the following who contributed their time and expertise into putting together 

an outstanding two-day program:  NEADCP’s Co-chairs, Maureen Derbacher and Christine O’Connell, 

NEADCP Sponsor Chair, Alex Casale, and the BJA Grant Conference Planning Committee.
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PLATINuM LEvEL

Alkermes is a fully integrated biopharmaceutical company that applies its scientific expertise and technological 
know-how to develop innovative medicines designed to help patients with serious, chronic conditions better manage 
their disease. 

GOLD LEvEL

Thermo Fisher Scientific — From collection to confirmation with confidence; searching for specific solutions to meet 
your toxicology needs? Look to Thermo Scientific products and services for options across the entire lab workflow. 
Our extensive menu of in-vitro CEDIA®, DRI® and QMS® immunodiagnostic reagent kits and the Thermo Scientific™ 
Indiko™ and Indiko Plus bench top analyzers, focus on meeting your drug monitoring and testing challenges. Our 
Thermo Scientific MAS™ Omni™ quality controls optimize time and savings in the lab and the web-based quality 
assurance program, LabLink™ xL, helps to manage your data. For more information, contact sales.diagnostic.fmt@
thermofisher.com.

BrONzE LEvEL

Correctional Counseling, Inc. (CCI) provides an array of professional services in the field of criminal justice treatment. 
CCI has a cognitive skills training model that has set a new standard for quality in correctional programming. The 
unique, evidence-based treatment approach is called Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) and it was specifically designed 
and developed for treatment of criminal justice offenders. CCI offers the Moral Reconation Therapy training and 
treatment materials in substance abuse, relapse prevention, anger management, domestic violence, codependence, 
and other related areas. CCI’s research and evaluation services provide program assessment and research analysis 
for criminal justice agencies. CCI offers practical, cost-effective research and evaluation services for drug courts, 
programs, facilities, and departments within the fields of criminal justice and corrections.

Gardiner Howland Shaw Foundation was established in 1959. The foundation is committed to the study, prevention, 
correction, and alleviation of crime and delinquency, and the rehabilitation of adult and juvenile offenders.

Siemens Syva Division — Siemens Syva Division has been 45 years in the business of manufacturing the  
EMIT® Drugs of Abuse assays. Our accuracy, experience, support, customer references and case law precedence, 
set us apart from others. We offer fully automated and easy to use drug testing instruments, which eliminate 
manual subjective testing methods.  Serving the New England Area: Brenda Collum, Syva Specialist,  
MA/ME/NH/VT  -585-259- 9471 ; Marc Newman , Syva Specialist, CT/RI - 201-574-6868.
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vENDOr LEvEL

AdCare Hospital is New England’s most comprehensive provider of alcohol and drug abuse treatment, offering 
inpatient treatment in Worcester, Massachusetts, and outpatient services at offices throughout Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. For over thirty-five years, AdCare Hospital has helped individuals overcome the disease of addiction. 
For information, call: 1-800-345-3552 or visit www.adcare.com.

Advocates for Human Potential, Inc. (AHP), offers technical assistance, training, research, evaluation, program 
development, and business consultation. Since our founding in 1980, we have provided systems change through 
a focus on mental health policy and services, substance abuse treatment and prevention, co-occurring disorders, 
workforce development, homelessness and employment programs, and trauma and healthcare reform. 

Alcoholics Anonymous is an international fellowship of men and women who have had a drinking problem. It is 
nonprofessional, self-supporting, multiracial, apolitical, and available almost everywhere. There are no age or education 
requirements. Membership is open to anyone who wants to do something about his or her drinking problem.

Avertest provides comprehensive alcohol and drug testing services using evidence based practices that help clients 
achieve sobriety and increases the effectiveness of probation and treatment professionals by alleviating the drug 
testing burden.

Courtview Justice Solutions — CJS delivers case information management systems that save time and keep you 
informed. Personalized dashboards, work queues, dynamic caseflow management, and quick snapshots of important 
information keep you on track.

New England region of Narcotics Anonymous (NErNA) is a nonprofit, community-based organization for recovering 
addicts, which is active in over 132 countries. The New England Region has over 500 regularly meeting groups 
in Massachusetts and Rhode Island based on the Twelve Steps of N.A. Our Public Relations Committee offers 
presentations, exhibit booths, phone line services, and meeting lists to your organization.

right Turn – A Creative Place For recovery is an extended care program of Intensive Outpatient Program, Extended 
Care Housing for men and women, Medication Assisted Treatment Program, and intervention. The hallmark of Right 
Turn’s approach is a unique combination of evidence-based treatment and creativity using art, music and writing. 
We use the arts to help the individual define themselves and build a sustainable life in recovery. We provide a full 
continuum of Individual therapy, group therapy, psychiatry, family services, case management, intervention (CIP), 
and a community of recovery. Founded by rock drummer, Woody Giessmann in 2003, Right Turn is licensed by DPH, 
CARF accreditation, and under the medical direction of Mark Albanese MD and clinical direction of Gabrielle “Abby” 
Dean LICSW.

Smart Start, Inc. is a leader in setting the standard in alcohol monitoring technology for ignition interlock and 
portable alcohol monitoring. With over 1500 service locations nationwide and 24/7 customer care, Smart Start 
is Separating Drinking From Driving® every day. Best of class reporting and multiple report delivery options make 
Smart Start the smart choice.  Visit our website at smartstartinc.com or call 800-880-3394.

Spectrum Health Systems, Inc. was founded in 1969, Spectrum Health Systems has grown to become New 
England’s leading addiction treatment provider. With multiple locations throughout Massachusetts, Spectrum’s 
comprehensive continuum of care includes inpatient detoxification, long and short-term residential treatment, 
intensive outpatient treatment, outpatient counseling, medication-assisted treatment, peer recovery support and 
drug-free housing.
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AGENDA   |   Thursday, September 24, 2015 

A.  Morning Program

7:30 – 8:30 am registration/Continental Breakfast

8:30 – 9:00 am Welcome and Introductions
 Honorable Paula Carey, Chief Justice, Massachusetts Trial Court 
 Honorable Tina Nadeau, Chief Justice of the New Hampshire Superior Court 
  Karen Pressman, Director of Planning and Development, Bureau of Substance Abuse  

Services (BSAS), MA Department of Public Health (MDPH)
 Lewis H. “Harry” Spence, Court Administrator, Massachusetts Trial Court
  Honorable Mary Hogan Sullivan, Presiding Justice, Norfolk County Veterans Treatment Court,  

Director, Specialty Courts for the District Courts
  Honorable Robert Ziemian, President, New England Association of Drug Court Professionals  

(NEADCP)

9:00 – 9:30 am Message from the White House, Office of National Drug Control Policy
  Mary Lou Leary, JD, Deputy Director of State, Local and Tribal Affairs for the Office  

of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP)

9:30 – 10:30 am Facing Complex Issues 
  Trauma, Co-occurring Disorders, Domestic Violence, Historically Disadvantaged Population,  

Revolving Door Client – High-risk/High-need
  Moderator: Honorable Tina Nadeau, Chief Justice, New Hampshire Superior Court
  Judith Edersheim, JD, MD, Co-founder and Co-director, MA General Hospital Center  

for Law, Brain and Behavior
  Sid Gardner, MPA, President, Children and Family Futures
  Doug Gaudette, MA, LMHC, Director, Family Safety Project, Holy Family Hospital
  Douglas Marlowe, JD, PhD, Chief of Science, Law and Policy, National Association of  

Drug Court Professionals
  Kenneth Robinson, EdD, President, Correctional Counseling, Inc.
  Guy Wheeler, Faculty, National Drug Court Institute

10:30 – 10:45 am Break/Sponsors

 

B.  Workshop Session I

10:45 am – 12:00 pm A1.  The Critical role of risk and Need in Applying Incentives and Sanctions
  Douglas Marlowe, PhD, JD, Chief of Science, Law and Policy, National Association of  

Drug Court Professionals

10:45 am – 12:00 pm B1.  Trauma, Drama, Drinking and Drugging: The Trauma, Addiction, and Crime Connection
  Dr. Carlos Quezada-Gomez, Mental Health Director for Cermak Health Services located at  

Cook County Jail

10:45 am – 12:00 pm C1.  Community Supervision in Problem Solving Courts: Supporting recovery
  Helen Harberts, MA, JD, Chief Probation Officer and Chief Deputy District Attorney (Retired),  

Butte County California

10:45 am – 12:00 pm  D1.  Culture Competence, African Americans relevance in Juvenile and  
Adult Criminal Justice Programs – Why H.E.A.T?

 Guy Wheeler, MSW, CAP, CCJAP, Faculty, National Drug Court Institute

10:45 am – 12:00 pm E1.  Judicial Leadership Development
  Moderator:  Caroline Cooper, JD, MA, Director of Justice Programs Office of the  

School of Public Affairs, American University
  Honorable Jamey Hueston, Associate Judge, First District Court, Baltimore City, Maryland
  Honorable John Schwartz, Judge, Rochester NY (retired)
  Honorable Robert Ziemian, President, NEADCP

room Location

Ballroom

Ballroom

Ballroom

Marlborough

Salon E

Sudbury

Hudson

Duchess
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10:45 am – 12:00 pm F1.  Introduction to the Massachusetts Center of Excellence for Specialty Courts
 Al Grudzinskas, JD, UMass Medical School
  Gina Vincent, PhD, Associate Professor of Psychiatry, Co-Director, Law & Psychiatry  

Program Systems & Psychosocial Advances Research Center (SPARC), University of  
Massachusetts Medical School

  Ira K. Packer, PhD, Director, Massachusetts Center of Excellence for Specialty Courts,  
UMass Medical School

 Gail Winslow, UMass Medical School

10:45 am – 12:00 pm G1.  Family Court: Assessing and Addressing Family Needs in Adult Drug Court
 Jane Pfeifer, MPA, Senior Program Associate, Children and Family Futures

10:45 am – 12:00 pm H1.  Sustainability and Promoting Your Drug Court to Your Community
 Dennis Reilly, Esq, Deputy Director Drug Court Programs, Center for Court Innovation
  Tym Rourke, Director, Substance Use Disorders, Grantmaking and Special Initiatives,  

NH Charitable Foundation

10:45 am – 12:00 pm I1.  The Intersection of Substance Abuse Issues and Domestic violence Issues
 Introductions by: Patricia Hohl, Program Coordinator, Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center Inc.
 Doug Gaudette, MA, LMHC, Director, Family Safety Project, Holy Family Hospital
 Honorable Marianne Hinkle, First Justice, Woburn District – Massachusetts Court
 Elizabeth Simoni, Executive Director, Maine Pretrial Services

10:45 am – 12:00 pm  J1.  JuvENILE TrACK: Alternative Pathways: Where Mental Health and Substance  
Disorders Meet

  Jim Hiatt, MSW, LCSW, Assistant Director, Office of Youth and Young Adult Services,  
MA Department of Public Health, Bureau of Substance Abuse Services

 Debra Pinals, MD, Assistant Commissioner Forensic Services, Department of Mental Health

 

C.  Lunch

12:00 – 1:15 pm Lunch/Networking

 

D.  Afternoon Program

1:15 – 1:30 pm Brief remarks

 Chief Justice Ralph Gants, MA Supreme Judicial Court

 

E.  Plenary Session

1:30 – 2:30 pm 1.  Introducing volume II of NADCP’s Best Practice Standards for Adult Drug Courts  
  Douglas Marlowe, JD, PhD, Chief of Science, Law and Policy, National Association of  

Drug Court Professionals

1:30 – 2:30 pm 2.  JuvENILE TrACK: responsible Practice in Juvenile Drug Courts  
  Robert Kinscherff, PhD, JD, Senior Associate, National Center for Mental Health and  

Juvenile Justice

 

F.  Workshop Session II

2:30 – 3:45 pm K1.  How to Beat a Drug Test  
  Helen Harberts, MA, JD, Chief Probation Officer and Chief Deputy District Attorney (Retired),  

Butte County California

Princess

Westborough

Seminar

Sterling

Southborough

Ballroom

Ballroom

Seminar

Salon E
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2:30 – 3:45 pm  L1.  using Drugs to Treat Drug Addiction: How it Works and Why it Makes Sense –  
Including a Focus on Pregnant and Postpartum Women

 Jeff Baxter, MD, Department of Family Medicine, UMass Medical School
  Jacquelyn Starer, MD, FACOG, DABAM, Associate Director, Massachusetts Physicians  

Health Service

2:30 – 3:45 pm M1.  The Mentally Ill Litigant: Identification and Communication
  Judith Edersheim, JD, MD, Co-founder and Co-director, MA General Hospital Center for  

Law, Brain and Behavior

2:30 – 3:45 pm  N1.  using Knowledge of Evidence-Based Practices to Self-Assess Your Drug Court:  
Practical Tips and Tools

 Mike Rempel, MA, Research Director, Center for Court Innovation

2:30 – 3:45 pm  O1.  The Grant is Over – Now What? refinancing and redirection as real Sustainability  
Planning for your Drug Court

 Sid Gardner, MPA, President, Children and Family Futures

2:30 – 3:45 pm P1.  Implications for Best Practice Standards
  Douglas Marlowe, PhD, JD, Chief of Science, Law and Policy, National Association of  

Drug Court Professionals

2:30 – 3:45 pm Q1.  veterans Court Panel – veterans Courts Coming of Age
  Moderator: M. Christine O’Connell, Assistant Public Defender, Rhode Island Office  

of the Public Defender
  Herbert Brockert, Mentor Coordinator, Massachusetts Veterans Treatment Court
  Dr. David Duren, Clinician, Massachusetts Veterans Treatment Court
  Richard Flynn, Veterans Justice Outreach Coordinator, Providence, RI VA
  Carol Giordano, Director, Pretrial Services, Rhode Island Veterans Treatment Court
  Diane Levesque, Veterans Justice Outreach Coordinator and the VA liaison for the  

9th Circuit Court/Nashua’s Veterans Behavioral Health Track
  Honorable Pamela Woodcock Pfeiffer, Associate Justice, Veteran’s Court, Rhode Island

2:30 – 3:45 pm r1.  Specialty Court Panel
 Moderator:  Dennis Reilly, Esq, Deputy Director Drug Court Programs, Center for Court Innovation
  Stephanie Clark, Esq, Coordinator, Windsor County DUI Treatment Docket, Windsor Superior Court
  Christine M. McKenna, MSW, MS, Coordinator, New Hope Program
  Jane Pfeifer, MPA, Senior Program Associate, Children and Family Futures
  Chris Pleasanton, Program Manager, State of CT Judicial Branch Court Operations

2:30 – 3:45 pm S1.  JuvENILE TrACK: Juvenile Drug Court Panel  
 Honorable Alison Arms, Superior Court Judge, Criminal Division, Vermont
 Maureen Caflisch, MSW, Specialty Court Clinician, Bristol County Juvenile Treatment Court
 Pamela Talbot, Coordinator, Bristol County Juvenile Treatment Court New Bedford and Fall River
 Susan Vogl, LICSW, Director of the Juvenile Drug Court Program, Phoenix House

2:30 – 3:45 pm T1.  Overdose Prevention Education
 Cheryl Gagne, ScD, Senior Associate and Program Director, Center for Social Innovation
  Sarah C. Ruiz, MSW, Assistant Director of Planning and Development, Bureau of Substance  

Abuse Services, MA Department of Public Health

 

G.  Break

3:45 – 4:00 pm Break

 

Marlborough

Southborough

Princess

Hudson

Seminar

Westborough

Sterling

Duchess

Sudbury
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H.  Workshop Session III

4:00 – 5:15 pm u1.  Attorneys in Drug Courts: Not for the Faint of Heart  
  Moderator:  M. Christine O’Connell, Assistant Public Defender, Rhode Island Office of the  

Public Defender
  Helen Harberts, MA, JD, Chief Probation Officer and Chief Deputy District Attorney (Retired),  

Butte County California

4:00 – 5:15 pm  v1.  Drug Court re-Entry -- reaching a Hi-risk/Hi-need Population with  
Medication Assisted Treatment  

 Moderator: Honorable Robert Ziemian, President, NEADCP
 Alex Casale, Drug Court Director, Strafford County Drug Court – New Hampshire
 Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian, Middlesex County
 Honorable James LaMothe, District Court Judge, Lynn District Court – Massachusetts
 Steve Valle, ScD, MBA, President, AdCare Criminal Justice Services

4:00 – 5:15 pm W1.  Five Ways to Wreck Your Career: Ethics for Helping Professionals  
  Dr. Carlos Quezada-Gomez, Mental Health Director for Cermak Health Services located  

at Cook County Jail

4:00 – 5:15 pm  X1.  The Computerized Assessment and referral System (CArS) – Identifying Mental  
Health Disorders Among DuI Offenders

  Sarah Nelson, PhD, Associate Director of Research; Assistant Professor of Psychiatry,  
Division on Addiction, Cambridge Health Alliance; Harvard Medical School

4:00 – 5:15 pm  Y1.  Effective Cognitive Behavioral Programming with Moral reconation Therapy in  
Drug Courts

 Kenneth Robinson, EdD, President, Correctional Counseling, Inc.

 

I.  Adjourn

5:15 – 5:30 pm Adjourn/Evaluations/CE Distribution/red Sox Tickets raffle Winner Announced

 

J.  Optional Event

5:30 – 7:30 pm * Optional Event *

 * Join us in celebrating Recovery Month – Music by the Del Fuegos and Woody Giessmann *

 Light Hors d’oeuvres – Tickets $25

 Sponsored by the New England Association of Drug Court Professionals

room Location

Seminar

Salon E
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Sudbury

Marlborough

zachary’s
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AGENDA   |   Friday, September 25, 2015 

A.  Morning Program

7:30 – 8:15 am registration/Continental Breakfast

7:30 am NA Meeting – Open to All

8:15 – 8:30 am Welcome
 Roberta Garson Leis, MEd, MPA, Executive Director, NEADCP
  Honorable Mary Hogan Sullivan, Presiding Justice, Norfolk County Veterans Treatment Court –  

Massachusetts
  Karen Pressman, Director of Planning and Development, Bureau of Substance Abuse  

Services (BSAS), MA Department of Public Health (MDPH)  

8:30 – 9:30 am New England Specialty Courts: How to Define Success
 Moderator: Honorable Robert Ziemian, President, NEADCP
 Alex Casale, Drug Court Director, Strafford County Drug Court – New Hampshire
  Michael Coelho, Deputy Commissioner of Programs, MA Probation Service
 Hartwell Dowling, Speciality Courts & Grant Coordinator – Maine Judicial Branch
 Magistrate John J. Flynn, Rhode Island Adult Drug Court)
  Tom Kirk, Chairperson, CT Community for Addiction Recovery (CCAR); Ret. Commissioner,  

CT Dept. of Mental Health Addiction Services
 Kim Owens, Programs Manager, Vermont Court Administrator’s Office
  Paige Shaffer – Bureau of Substance Abuse Services, Massachusetts Department  

of Public Health

9:30 – 10:30 am  Keynote: Courts at a Cross road: untangling the Complexity of Mental Health, Trauma,  
and Criminality

  Kenneth Hardy, PhD, Professor, Drexel University and an Internationally Recognized Clinician,  
Trainer and Author

10:30 – 10:45 am Break

 

B.  Morning Breakout

10:45 am – 12:00 pm A2.  Making Collaboration Easier Than it Looks
 Sid Gardner, MPA, President, Children and Family Futures

10:45 am – 12:00 pm C2.  recovery Support Services – The Critical Element for Success in Drug Courts
  Moderator:  Haner Hernandez, PhD, CPS, CADCII, LADCI, AdCare Educational Institute, Inc.,  

Director of Workforce and Cultural Competence
 Maryanne Frangules, Executive Director, MA Organization for Addiction Recovery (MOAR)
 John Hamilton, CEO, Recovery Network of Programs
  Tom Kirk, Chairperson, CT Community for Addiction Recovery (CCAR); Ret. Commissioner,  

CT Dept. of Mental Health Addiction Services

10:45 am – 12:00 pm D2.  vermont DuI Model
 Glenn Barnes, Deputy State’s Attorney
 Honorable Karen Carroll, Superior Court Judge, Vermont Judiciary
  Stephanie Clark, Esq, Coordinator, Windsor County DUI Treatment Docket,  

Windsor Superior Court, Criminal Division
 Rae Hirst, Springfield Probation and Parole
 Jordana Levine, Esq, Defense Attorney, Marsicovetere Law Group, P.C.
 Christopher O’Keeffe, VT DMV Senior Inspector
 Mark Young, Supervising Case Manager

10:45 am – 12:00 pm E2.  Helpers, Healers, and Jailers: Strategies for Collaboration Across Disciplines
  Kenneth Hardy, PhD, Professor, Drexel University and an Internationally Recognized Clinician,  

Trainer and Author

room Location

Ballroom

Ballroom

Ballroom

Sudbury
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Duchess



Drug Courts: Where Justice and Treatment Meet

room Location

PAGE  10

10:45 am – 12:00 pm F2.  Medication Assisted Treatment and Criminal Justice System Populations
  Joshua Lee, MD MSc, Associate Professor, NYU School of Medicine, Department –  

Population Health

10:45 am – 12:00 pm G2.  Trauma Informed responses for Law Enforcement and Probation
 Vanessa Price, Law Enforcement Inspector (Retired), Chair, Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board

10:45 am – 12:00 pm H2.  using Drug Court Data to Put a “Face” on Statistics
  Caroline Cooper, JD, MA, Research Professor and Director, Justice Programs Office,  

School of Public Affairs, American University
  M. Christine O’Connell, Assistant Public Defender, Rhode Island Office of the Public Defender

10:45 am – 12:00 pm I2.  Problem Gambling: New Challenges and Opportunities
  Victor Ortiz, LADCI, CADCII, Senior Director of Programs and Services, MA Council on  

Compulsive Gambling

10:45 am – 12:00 pm J2.  Working with Drug Court Clients at Each Stage of Change
  Deborah Levesque, PhD, Senior Vice President of Research and Product Development,  

Pro-change Behavior Systems, Inc.

10:45 am – 12:00 pm K2.  Compassion Fatigue:  What’s in Your Toolbox to Stay Healthy
  Donna M. White RN, PhD, CS, CADAC, Addiction Specialist – Fellow American Academy  

of Experts in Traumatic Stress
 

C.  Lunch

12:00 – 1:15 pm Lunch/Networking/Awards
  President’s Award presented posthumously to Jeremiah S. Jeremiah, Jr., Former Chief Judge  

of the Rhode Island Family Court, accepted by his wife Teresa.
 

D.  Afternoon Program

1:00 – 1:30 pm recovery/Specialty Courts Graduates
  Moderator:  Haner Hernandez, PhD, CPS, CADCII, LADCI, AdCare Educational Institute, Inc.,  

Director of Workforce and Cultural Competence
  Danielle O’Brien, Community Outreach and Resource Specialist, Devine Recovery Center,  

Gavin Foundation, a 2013 South Boston Drug Court Graduate
  Donna Zaharevitz, Judicial Liaison and Recovery Coach, CT Council on Problem Gambling
 Others TBA

1:30 – 2:30 pm understanding Addiction: Getting Beyond Drugs, Gambling & Sex
  Howard J. Shaffer, PhD, Morris E. Chavetz Associate Professor of Psychiatry in the  

Behavioral Sciences; Director of the Division on Addiction, Harvard Medical School &  
The Cambridge Health Alliance

2:30 – 3:00 pm Waves of the Future: Drug Courts and Population Health
  Alison Glastein, MEd, Director, Business Development, Healthcare Solutions, Advocates  

for Human Potential

3:00 – 3:45 pm New England Specialty Courts: Looking to the Future
  Caroline Cooper, JD, MA, Research Professor and Director, Justice Programs Office,  

School of Public Affairs, American University
  Ira K. Packer, PhD, Director, Massachusetts Center of Excellence for Specialty Courts,  

UMass Medical School
  Dennis Reilly, Esq, Deputy Director Drug Court Programs, Center for Court Innovation
 

E.  Adjourn

3:45 – 4:00 pm Adjourn/Evaluations/CE Distribution/red Sox Tickets raffle Winner Announced

Southborough

Marlborough

Sterling

Hudson

Seminar

Duchess

Ballroom

Ballroom

Ballroom

Ballroom

Ballroom

Ballroom
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WOrKSHOP SESSIONS   |   Thursday, September 24, 2015 

FACING COMPLEX ISSuES:  9:30 – 10:30 am

This session will include a panel discussion with experts in drug court best practices, from trauma and homelessness, to family intervention 
and domestic violence. How should your team handle the toughest cases? When should you consider termination? What can you do to 
increase the likelihood of success? This panel will discuss several real life complex cases to help improve your team’s response to these 
challenging issues.

WOrKSHOP SESSION I:  10:45 am – 12:00 pm

A1.  The Critical role of risk and Need in Applying Incentives and Sanctions
To be effective and cost-efficient, interventions for drug-involved offenders require substantial modifications based upon the risk-and-needs 
profiles of the offenders. This presentation will review a typology of risk-and-needs profiles for drug offenders and discuss the types of clinical 
and supervisory adaptations that are required for various offender subtypes. Special emphasis will be placed on designing and implementing 
incentive and sanction programs based on risk and need levels 
Objectives: 
•  Identify the practice and policy implications of doing risk-and-needs assessments and targeting drug-involved offenders to specific programs 

and services.
•  Design incentive and sanction programs based on the risk and need levels of participants.

B1.  Trauma, Drama, Drinking and Drugging: The Trauma, Addiction, and Crime Connection
This timely presentation will examine the trauma and its connection to addiction and criminal activity. We will explore effective strategies for 
addressing co-occurring substance use and mental health disorders, with special emphasis on trauma-related issues. Participants will explore 
vexing questions such as whether it is safe and effective to place illicit drug users and alcoholics on psychotropic medications while they are 
actively using. The session will include strategies for distinguishing true mental illness, substance-induced mental illness, and malingering.
Objectives: 
•  Participants will understand the trauma and its nexus to addiction and crime.
•  Participants will explore strategies for effectively treating and supervising trauma-impacted participants.
•  Participants will learn what the Adult Drug Court Best Practices Standards Volume II stipulates regarding servicing trauma-impacted participant. 

C1.  Community Supervision in Problem Solving Courts: Supporting recovery
This session will address the need to proactively supervise participants in the field, and to apply probation based interventions in the 
appropriate dosage for the needs of the offender. Designed for Judges, policy makers, law enforcement, and probation officers, this class 
addresses safety, purpose and dosage of probation services. Fun, fast, and full of photos, attendees will not be bored, and will leave with an 
understanding of why monitoring the recovery environment is so critical for the success of any drug court or participant. You will learn what to 
look for based on trends such as Vapes, BHO labs, and alcohol hiding apparatus. 
Objectives: 
•  Identify threats to the recovery environment during field services.
•  Understand the concepts of a recovery environment, and to proactively assess threats to recovery in the field.
•  Know what to look for in the field, and what emerging trends are.
•  Understand the application of criminogenic risk, needs and responsivity in meeting the total needs of participants.

D1.  Culture Competence, African Americans relevance in Juvenile & Adult Criminal Justice Programs – Why H.E.A.T.?
In order for Drug Court programs to function more effectively they should strive to become culturally competent. In this session participants 
will learn the definition of cultural competency and explore differences between race and culture and how theses interchangeable terms 
impact client participation. Participants will learn how thought processes and behavior is rooted in one’s culture.
Objectives: 
•  Define Culture Competence
•  Describe cultural competence and the role it plays in improving client treatment outcomes with emphasis on African American males
•  Understand the challenges that arise when differences in culture, values, beliefs, and experiences exist between a client and  

treatment provider
•  Learn information about effectiveness of the HEAT curriculum

E1.  Judicial Leadership Development
Drug Courts are court programs that rely on the cooperation of many non-court agencies to provide the treatment and other services needed. 
This session will address for newer Drug Court judges in particular — and others — the leadership role that Drug Court judges need to play 
to sustain Drug Court programs and ensure that all of the “moving parts” are operating and in sync and to promote the continuing broad 
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scale multi-agency involvement under the court’s leadership that is essential for Drug Courts to be effective. The session will draw upon the 
experiences and perspectives of founding Drug Court judges over the years and build on the Judicial Leadership Initiative being coordinated 
by the BJA Drug Court Technical Assistance Project at American University. The various components of this “leadership” role will be discussed 
with the overall focus upon promoting an understanding of the important role Drug Court judges must play outside of the courtroom to 
ensure that all of the “moving parts” that are critical to ensuring the effectiveness of Drug Courts are in place and that essential “systems” 
that do not traditionally work collaboratively together, are doing so productively and in conformity with evidence based practices. The session 
discussions will build on a series of hypothetical scenarios in which these principles can be applied.  
Objectives: 
•  Attendees will learn strategies for applying the Principles of Judicial Leadership to common situations arising in drug courts relating to  

team functioning  
•  Attendees will learn strategies for applying the Principles of Judicial Leadership promote active support of community agencies.  
•  Attendees will learn strategies for applying the Principles of Judicial Leadership to promote the use of evidence based practices by 

treatment and other service providers. 

F1.  Introduction to the Massachusetts Center of Excellence for Specialty Courts  
This session will focus on the Massachusetts Center of Excellence (CoE) for Specialty Courts. We will describe the mission and activities of the 
Center, and explain how we will provide relevant resources to Specialty Courts. Although the Center focuses on Massachusetts courts, many of 
its activities and resources (including the public website) will be relevant to other jurisdictions as well.
Objectives: 
•  Describe the resources that will be available on the CoE website.
•  Discuss at least one legal issue impacting Drug Courts. 
•  Identify two instruments to identify high risk/high need defendants in Drug Courts.

G1.  Family Court: Assessing and Addressing Family Needs in Adult Drug Court
This workshop presentation will explore the impact parental substance on the parent-child relationship and the essential service components 
needed to address these issues, including ensuring quality visitation and contact, implementation of evidence-based services, including 
parent education and therapeutic services, and access to ongoing family recovery support. The accountable, time-limited mandate for 
achieving permanency for children set forth in the 1997 Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) drove the demand for a better and coordinated 
system response to meet the needs of families affected by parental substance use. FDCs have emerged as a model of meaningful 
collaboration to improve safety, recovery, and permanency outcomes. This workshop discussion will explore family readiness as a collaborative 
practice issue by raising the need for coordinated case plans and effective communication protocols across child welfare, treatment, and 
court systems. In addition to common essentials, the discussion will explore different program designs across sites, including the timing and 
phasing of reunification, family maintenance supervision, and case termination.
Objectives: 
•  Understand the impact parental substance on the parent-child relationship and the essential service components needed to address  

these issues.
•  Understand family readiness as a collaborative practice issue and why “team” is just as an important as any “tool” for assessing readiness. 
•  Learn various case management strategies, including implementation of quality visitation and contact, evidence-based services, 

coordinated case plans and effective communication protocols across child welfare, treatment, and court systems. 

H1.  Sustainability and Promoting Your Drug Court to Your Community
The Session will provide attendees with an understanding of ways in which private and public funding sources can be leveraged to sustain 
Drug Courts long-term. Innovative sustainability strategies will be discussed, in addition to guidance on how to frame drug courts as initiatives 
worthy of funding from a variety of difference sources.
Objectives: 
•  Understand methods of sustainability, including potential sources to seek out for funding
•  Assess varying components of their drug courts to understand fit and feasibility of effective elements to various funding source types
•  Develop local plans to effectively engage the community, public and private funding sources for long-term sustainability.

I1.  The Intersection of Substance Abuse Issues in Domestic violence Issues
This session will explore the relationship between substance abuse and intimate partner violence and the implications of this relationship for 
screening, management and treatment. 
Objectives: 
•  Identify best practices for screening, management and treatment of those with co-occurring issues of substance abuse and intimate  

partner violence. 
•  Understand how and why substance abuse on the part of victims of intimate partner violence may impact safety. 
•  Learn about identifying increased risk in intimate partner violence cases in court. 
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J1.  Juvenile Track:  Alternative Pathways: Where Mental Health and Substance Disorders Meet
In this session, participants will learn more about screening tools used for substance use and mental health disorders that have been used 
in juvenile justice settings; they will also hear about efforts underway to examine the use of these tools as a way to help redirect youth with 
behavioral health needs out of the juvenile justice system and into treatment. Treatment services for stabilization of substance use disorders 
among juveniles will be highlighted as well as working with co-occurring disorders. Case based learning will be part of this workshop.
Objectives: 
•  Describe behavioral health screening tools and how they are used in juvenile justice systems
•  Describe programs and services for youth with substance use and co-occurring disorders and how they can be alternatives used to redirect 

youth from deeper juvenile justice system involvement 

PLENArY SESSION:  1:30 – 2:30 pm

1.  Introducing volume II of NADCP’s Best Practice Standards for Adult Drug Courts
The National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP) convened a national committee of expert researchers and practitioners 
to develop objective and measurable best practice standards for Adult Drug Courts. The standards are derived from scientific evidence 
proving which practices improve outcomes, avoid harmful effects, and avoid wasting resources. This presentation will review Volume II of the 
standards, recently released in July of 2015, and the evidence supporting the practice recommendations. 
Objectives: 
•  Identify evidence-based practices proven to improve outcomes in Adult Drug Courts
•  Identify harmful or ineffective practices that should be avoided in Drug Courts
•  Identify best practices for evaluating Drug Court outcomes

2.  Juvenile Track:  responsible Practice in Juvenile Drug Treatment Courts
This session draws upon research and “lessons learned” experience from a national perspective to describe key “best practices” and critical 
over-arching principles for developing, implementing and operating a successful Juvenile Drug Treatment Court. Particular emphasis is given 
to: (a) developing “mission-critical” capacities for data collection/analysis to guide/adjust program operations and avoid program “drift;” (b) 
addressing the reality of the high prevalence of co-occurring substance use and mental disorders; and, (c) the challenges and opportunities in 
developing and relying upon evidence-based “integrated” treatment.
Objectives: 
•  Identify how screening/assessment results and outcome measures provide ongoing operational guidance for Juvenile Drug Treatment Courts.
•  Articulate why relying upon evidence-based “integrated” treatment is an essential component for optimal outcomes for Juvenile Drug 

Treatment Courts.

WOrKSHOP SESSION II:  2:30 – 3:45 pm

K1.  How to Beat a Drug Test
Never underestimate the creativity of people trying to beat a drug test. Learn how they defeat the tests and how to develop a good strong program 
to stop these efforts quickly. Designed for Judges, administrators, attorneys, coordinators and probation officers, this class is often an eye-opener 
for even seasoned justice professionals. Fun, fast and informative, you won’t be bored as we go through the basic and enhanced techniques of 
“beating the drug test”. Reliable detection of drug use is critical for problem solving courts. The key is the word RELIABLE. Addiction and criminal 
thinking errors compel participants to “try to beat the test”. It is your job to defeat those efforts quickly and consistently. Learn how.
Objectives: 
•  Design a drug testing protocol to meet due process and drug court best practice standards.
•  Identify techniques used to beat drug tests
•  Understand the science that allows you to monitor tests, including how to address dilute tests 
•  Design a testing protocol that will reduce the amount of unreliable tests

L1.  using Drugs to Treat Drug Addiction: How it Works and Why it Makes Sense — Including a Focus on Pregnant and Postpartum Women
This session, in part, will discuss using drugs to treat drug addiction, how it works and why it makes sense. A portion of the session will also focus 
on the treatment of the pregnant and postpartum woman with opioid dependence. 

M1.  The Mentally Ill Litigant: Identification and Communication
This session will present an overview of the difficulties and opportunities presented when interacting with mentally ill or dually diagnosed 
litigants when they interact with the justice system. Specific symptoms clusters will be discussed, with concrete suggestions on how to 
maximize communication, understanding, and safety in these interactions.
Objectives: 
•  Identify basic symptom clusters at their initial presentation
•  Begin to learn tailored communication strategies in each context.
•  Use a set of safety guidelines to ensure communication in a calm continued setting.

PAGE  13
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N1.  using Knowledge of Evidence-Based Practices to Self-Assess Your Drug Court: Practical Tips and Tools
This session will include a brief overview of major areas in which known and proven evidence-based practices exist: (1) treatment; (2) 
deterrence, (3) procedural justice, (4) collaboration, and (5) target population. Then, most of the session will be devoted to reviewing concrete 
tools, tips, and strategies that drug court staff and stakeholders use in self-assessing their current policies, practices, and performance. The 
session will include some discussion of best practices in quantitative data collection and management information system development—
but the session will not exclusively focus on data collection. Instead, much of the purpose will be to aid staff, regardless of the quality or 
availability of hard data, in taking a broader and more content-focused look at their policies to discern both strengths and gaps.
Objectives: 
• Self-assess and reflect on the extent to which their drug court uses evidence-based practices.
•  Understand the basics of devising new or making use of existing data collection systems to aid the examination of current drug court 

performance.
•  Gain an introduction to several self-assessment tools that have been used elsewhere and that will be explained and made available to 

session participants.

O1.  The Grant is Over — Now What? refinancing and redirection as real Sustainability Planning for your Drug Court
If grant funding is your primary resource for funding your FDC, then your FDC may not have the infrastructure to sustain itself in this economic 
climate. Real sustainability planning involves moving beyond the boundaries of your FDC as a project towards a focus on systems thinking and 
change. This workshop will explore what sustainability and real systems change looks like by looking at refinancing and redirection strategies 
along with guiding FDC teams from “project thinking” towards “systems thinking.” This workshop is only for professionals who do not accept 
barriers as status quo but rather use them as targets for change.  
Objectives: 
•  Understand the difference between “project thinking” vs. “systems thinking” and the key features of systems change.
•  Learn why issues of scale, targeting, local parallel initiatives, and institutionalization are critical for sustaining your FDC.
•  Identify common barriers for sustainability planning and learn “barrier-busting” strategies and opportunities for change.

P1.  Implications for Best Practice Standards
This will be a Q&A session between audience participants and Dr. Doug Marlowe, NADCP’s Chief of Science, Law & Policy
Objectives: 
•  Ask any questions they wish related to research-based best practices in Drug Courts
•  Ask any questions they wish related to constitutional and legal issues in Drug Courts
•  Ask any questions they wish related to the role of Drug Courts in criminal justice policy reforms in the U.S.

Q1.  veterans Court Panel — veterans Courts Coming of Age
Veterans Courts have been very successful in addressing the unique issues of veterans in the criminal justice system. Team members of 
New England Veterans Courts will present on the development of their courts, the challenges and successes, the lessons learned, and what 
measures we need to take to continue to improve.
Objectives: 
• Outline the history of Veterans Courts
• Discuss the unique characteristics of Veterans Courts
• Learn from the past to succeed in the future

r1.  Specialty Court Panel
This session will provide information on four unique problem-solving court models including the HOPE probation model, the Community Court 
model, the Family Drug Court Model and the DUI Drug Court Model. The presenters will discuss the target populations served, the issues sought 
to be addressed in each model, and the supervision, treatment and support strategies the programs employ to achieve their objectives. The 
panelists will share insights on planning and implementation, research findings, and lessons learned about best practices.
Objectives: 
•  Attendees will learn how these specialized courts work and how they may differ from a drug court model and its role in a justice system 

continuum.
•  Attendees will learn how to effectively address family needs in any specialty court model.
•  Attendees will learn about the practice and policy implications for addressing service and support needs, including the need for greater 

collaboration within the court and the community.
•  Attendees will learn how to address and overcome service and supervision barriers due to resource and transportation limitations.

S1.  Juvenile Track:  Juvenile Drug Court Panel
This panel will present three different state models: successes, challenges and lessons learned. The panelists will offer views from the bench, 
program coordinators and clinicians.
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T1.  Overdose Prevention Education
This workshop will present a brief introduction to the opioid overdose epidemic in Massachusetts. We will focus helping participants to 
recognize the risk factors associated with opioid overdoses and to use strategies that address each risk factors. We will present information 
on how Naloxone (Narcan ) is being used to reverse opioid overdoses across Massachusetts. Participants will receive a list of resources on 
opioid overdose prevention including: where to get training to become a Narcan responder, how to get Narcan at area pharmacies, educational 
materials to reduce opioid overdose risks, treatment resources for people with opioid use disorders.
Objectives: 
•  Present information about the risk factors for opioid overdoses
•  Discuss strategies for reducing risks for opioid overdose
•  Explore educational, counseling and support approaches that reduce overdose risks for clients in treatment for opioid addiction

WOrKSHOP SESSION III:  4:00 – 5:15 pm

u1.  Attorneys in Drug Courts: Not for the Faint of Heart  
Practicing law in drug courts is great fun. But, it comes with complex issues that often don’t arise in standard practice. Your team may not 
understand the limitations placed upon you by your discipline. Prosecutors can bring extra skills and capabilities to the team. Defense 
attorneys can increase engagement and thread their way through complex issues of privilege, ethical mandates and advocacy. Learn to 
maximize outcomes, protect due process, avoid ethical minefields and have fun. 
Objectives: 
•  Watch for due process issues in your Court together and apart, and learn to identify when to battle, and when not to.  
•  Sharpen your practice to keep folks engaged in Court and improve outcomes
•  Maintain your role within the team and monitor “boundary bleed”
•  Mind each other’s minefields, and focus on outcomes. 

v1.  Drug Court re-entry — reaching a Hi-risk/Hi-need Population with Medication Assisted Treatment
This session will provide an encouraging look into a pilot project combining assets of the Sheriff’s office and several Massachusetts Drug 
Courts to utilize Vivitrol to assist a hi-risk/hi-need population to successfully navigate the difficult “re-entry” process. Judge Ziemian will 
moderate the workshop and expect each panelist to present for 10–15 minutes and then have a discussion of relevant question from the 
moderator and members of the audience.

W1.  Five Ways to Wreck Your Career: Ethics for Helping Professionals
Treatment professionals, case managers, supervision officers and other professional helpers are tasked with assisting individuals whose 
substance involvement has left them temporarily vulnerable to exploitation, coercion, enmeshment, and a variety of other perils. In many 
respects those involved in the criminal justice system are especially at-risk as the power balance between participant and helper is tilted 
heavily to the helper. This reality places a special burden on practitioners to structure programs and practices to encourage ethical conduct. 
However even the well-intentioned may find themselves in sticky situations that threaten careers, families, and reputations. This interactive 
presentation will provide strategies for recognizing and resolving vexing ethical dilemmas. 
Objectives: 
•  Understand the dynamics of ethical conduct and misconduct when providing services in Drug Court
•  Identify the five most common ethical pitfalls facing professional helpers and how to navigate around them
•  Identify how treatment providers can ethically collaborate and communicate with drug court team members, while respecting the privacy 

and confidentiality of participants

X1.  The Computerized Assessment and referral System (CArS) — Identifying Mental Health Disorders Among DuI Offenders
Repeat DUI offenders often suffer from a number of psychiatric disorders and other psychosocial risks, suggesting that untreated mental 
health and behavioral issues likely contribute to the persisting rate of DUI. However, treatment for DUI offenders most commonly consists of 
alcohol education and alcohol treatment only. This presentation describes an innovative assessment in the final stages of development, the 
Computerized Assessment and Referral System (CARS), for use in DUI treatment and court settings. CARS packages a powerful mental health 
assessment with a user-friendly interface, increased flexibility, treatment referrals, and immediate personalized output, to create a tool that 
can be used easily by DUI programs to screen DUI offenders and target comorbid mental health issues. CARS is being evaluated through a 
randomized controlled trial at two separate DUI treatment locations. The study compares a screener, full, and self-administered version of 
the CARS tool. We are collecting both staff and client impressions, as well as data from CARS and follow-up information from clients, courts, 
and aftercare providers post-treatment to determine the usability of CARS, its efficacy as a brief intervention, and the relationship between 
psychiatric comorbidity and outcome among first-time and repeat DUI offenders. This session will present the latest findings from this study.
Objectives: 
• Gain a better understanding of the mental health profiles of first-time and repeat DUI offenders.
• Learn why it is important to screen for mental disorders in DUI populations and learn about a new screening tool.
• Engage in discussion of how and where such screening could occur within the DUI court process.
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Y1.  Effective Cognitive Behavioral Programming with MrT in Drug Courts
The purpose of this workshop is to provide participants with an overview of cognitive behavioral approaches and their use with at risk 
populations. Additionally, an overview of Moral Reconation Therapy’s use with “treatment resistant” clients will be presented. Specific 
information regarding implementation and results from the use of MRT as a primary treatment modality will be presented.
Objectives: 
• Discuss how CBT interventions differ from traditional correctional treatment methods
• Discuss a basic understanding of effective implementation strategies for cognitive behavioral programs such as MRT
• Discuss how cognitive behavioral interventions gain their treatment effectiveness 

WOrKSHOPS   |   Friday, September 25, 2015 

NEW ENGLAND SPECIALTY COurTS: HOW TO DEFINE SuCCESS:  8:30 – 9:30 am

This panel of experts from all of the New England states will explore how we define success in our Specialty Courts. How do we know if we are 
making a difference? In the broader context, how are we meeting the challenges such as our Opioid Crisis?

KEYNOTE:  9:30 – 10:30 am

While the legal and mental health fields are often thought to be worlds apart they are actually quite intricately interwoven. The two fields 
are entangled in a very complicated and enduring relationship that is begging for greater scrutiny, understanding, and opportunities 
for collaboration. The Courts, a system based on absolute truths, often find itself having to delve into, entertain and consider the more 
subjectively oriented world of trauma-based mental health issues in its deliberations and proceedings. Mental health advocates, on the other 
hand, are often frustrated by their attempts to successfully highlight trauma based mental health issues once they have been obscured by 
the presence of criminal activity. This clash in orientation and ideology contributes to a very complex professional intersection that raises a 
multitude of very tough questions and often too few substantive answers. 
This address will examine the invisible wounds of trauma and their relationship to criminality, healing, and rehabilitation. Special attention 
will be devoted an examination of race and sociocultural trauma as critical factors underpinning the life experiences of many people of color  
interfacing the courts and criminal justice system 

MOrNING BrEAKOuT:  10:45 am – 12:00 pm

A2.  Making Collaboration Easier Than It Looks
This session will present four stages of collaboration that evolve from information exchange to systems change. Ten elements of collaboration 
will fill in the details of collaboration among agencies and organizations. For drug courts, basic principles can be set forth that are common 
ingredients of nearly all collaborative courts, each of which requires collaboration to be effective.
The tools used by collaborative courts, including a recognition that family members can be affected by a drug court’s therapeutic methods, 
will be reviewed. The session will review the need for courts to have partners in the health and social services of a community or state. And 
the session will discuss the need to avoid “project-it is” in which a small project becomes the focus of a collaborative group, rather than larger-
scale services that can address a larger segment of the overall problem.
Objectives: 
• Review the four basic stages of collaborative partnerships and the ten elements of collaborative operations
• Review the relationship between core principles for drug courts and collaboration goals
•  Recognize the need and tools for collaboration in adult drug courts, family drug courts, veteran treatment courts, and other collaborative 

justice courts
•  Build an understanding of why drug courts need partners: the futility of flying solo
•  Understand collaboration as the only route to get to scale and scope: breaking out of “project-itis”

C2.  recovery Support Services — The Critical Element for Success in Drug Courts
Participants will be provided with an overview of Best Practices in addiction treatment and recovery services as well as an introduction to new 
ideas in the recovery field. The workshop will introduce participants to specific examples of recovery support services available in New England 
and how these systems improve outcomes in drug courts. Participants in this workshop will receive follow up materials/contacts to assist in 
the implementation of recovery services in local courts.
Objectives: 
• Discussion of evidence based services and desired outcomes to assure client sobriety and stability
•  Learn strategies to implement and expand recovery services into drug court programs and how to improve outcomes by establishing a 

network of community resources.
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D2.  vermont DuI Model — DuI Court in Light of the ADC Model:  Overlap and Divergence
The Vermont Windsor County DUI Treatment Court panel will give an overview of the program model and its operation, with a focus on aspects 
that differ from the Adult Drug Court model. Team members will also discuss their unique roles and how their work outside of the DUI Court 
has been impacted by their work with the DUI Court. Objectives will be to learn and understand the differences between the DWI/DUI court 
model and the Adult Drug Court model, and to better understand the transformative work of serving on a treatment court team. 

E2.  Helpers, Healers, and Jailers:  Strategies for Collaboration Across Disciplines
For the Criminal Justice System the law and the lines of demarcation between ‘right and wrong’ are clear and irrefutably color blind. However 
for those whose lives are trapped along the margins of society, it is commonly believed that the interpretation and the enforcement of the 
law is shaped, perhaps even jaded by the nuances of race, class, and other sociocultural forces. Familiar refrains such as “No Justice, No 
Peace” or the more recent “Black Lives Matter” speak to the perception that “justice” is inequitably applied to “Just Us” disenfranchised. The 
stewards of the Criminal Justice System, on the other hand, assert that the perceived differential treatment levied against the poor and people 
of color is based on the ‘fact’ that they interface the system more frequently.  While Social Justice and Criminal Justice share the common goal 
of promoting the well-being of society, the relationship between the two is often strained with common ground difficult to establish.
This workshop will examine the schism and strained relationship that often exists between social justice and criminal justice. Specific 
attention will be devoted to identifying strategies that can be employed to build a more collaborative and less contentious relationship 
between social and criminal justice. 

F2.  Medication Assisted Treatment and Criminal Justice Systems Populations
This presentation will review the rationale and clinical trial evidence supporting the adoption of medication assisted treatments (MAT) for 
opioid and alcohol use disorders among criminal justice system populations. Data from jail, prison, drug court, and community supervision 
settings will be considered. Important practical and logistic factors will be considered, including patient selection (‘which medication for which 
patient?”), length of treatment, psychosocial adjunct therapies, and expected outcomes. 
Objectives: 
• Articulate the pharmacologic rationale for MAT (“why and how the meds work”)
• Estimate the clinical effectiveness of MAT in CJS settings
• Trouble-shoot practical and logistic considerations at their local site

G2.  Trauma Informed responses for Law Enforcement and Probation
Many specialty court teams partner with local law enforcement and probation departments to provide accountability in the field. This session 
provides attendees with information to understand trauma related issues and develop to develop skill sets to support ongoing recovery 
outside of treatment and courts.
Objectives: 
• Identify factors that contribute to trauma in specialty court populations
• Enhance communication skills with the targeted population

H2.  using Drug Court Data to Put a “Face” on Statistics
The session will discuss information that drug courts need to provide to put a “face” on program statistics and convey the range and extent of 
services they are providing and the impacts being achieved. The session will also address potential uses for this information and the range of 
audiences to whom it can be directed and adapted.
Objectives: 
•  Identify the information they should be compiling and providing to other stakeholders and the community regarding the services their drug 

courts are providing, the backgrounds of participants, and the nature of substance abuse needs participants present which the drug court 
is addressing

•  Understand the linkage between providing ongoing information on the program’s services and participants and the capacity to sustain drug 
courts over time and garner the ancillary resources (housing, education, employment, etc.) needed.

I2.  Problem Gambling: New Challenges and Opportunities
Expansion gambling in Massachusetts has raised many concerns among service providers as it relates to clinical practice, public health, 
addiction, and mental health. With the growing trend of gambling research, this workshop will discuss and explore the new challenges and 
opportunities in the era of expansion gambling in Massachusetts. The training will also explore the DSM-5 reclassification and new diagnostic 
criteria of Gambling Disorder, as well as explore its relationship, challenges, and opportunities to clinical practice and services. 
Objectives: 
• Participants will be able to identify challenges and opportunities in clinical practice 
• Participants will be able to identify effective steps in establishing integrated systems of care.
• Participants will be able to identify resources and two screening tools. 

J2.  Working with Drug Court Clients at Each Stage of Change
Thirty-five years of research on the addictions and other types of behaviors have found that change is a process that unfolds over time through 
a series of stages: Precontemplation, Contemplation, Preparation, Action, and Maintenance. What can drug court professionals do to support 
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and facilitate progress at each stage of change? For example, how can they help drug court clients to begin thinking about making positive 
changes? To make or accept an intervention plan? To follow through with their plan? And to manage temptation to relapse? 
Objectives: 
• Provide an overview of the stage approach and the science supporting it
• Provide tools for assessing stage of change
• Present evidence-based strategies for working with drug court clients at each stage of change
• Assess attendees’ stage of change for using a stage approach in their own work.

K2:  Compassion Fatigue:  What’s in Your Toolbox to Stay Healthy?
The purpose of this session is to present the profile of a person suffering from Compassion Fatigue. The interactive workshop will identify 
common stressors that impact performance of professionals working in Health Care. The learner will be given methodologies to identify 
patterns of Compassion Fatigue and strategies to promote Wellness, Recovery and a renewed sense of identity as a caring professional.
Objectives: 
• Identify three symptoms of Secondary Traumatic Stress Disorder (STSD)
•  Describe how Secondary Traumatic Stress Disorder (STSD) and the sequelae Compassion Fatigue, is a risk to Health Care Professionals
• List two Occupational Supports for Health Care Professionals experiencing STSD

AFTErNOON PrOGrAM:  1:00 – 3:45 pm

recovery/Specialty Courts Graduates
From this panel you will hear powerful stories of recovery from drug court graduates and a person in recovery from compulsive gambling 
addiction.  

understanding Addiction: Getting Beyond Drugs, Gambling & Sex
Most models of addiction emphasize the causal role of the addiction object (e.g., drugs, games, sex). However, epidemiological studies that 
focus on addiction reveal that, among those exposed to various addiction objects, only a small percentage develop addiction. Consequently, 
new etiological models are necessary to explain addiction. The Syndrome Model of Addiction provides a framework suggesting that various 
and apparently distinct expressions of addiction share a common etiology. This lecture will explore the nature of addiction and describe the 
Syndrome Model and its implications.
Objectives: 
• Describe the Syndrome Model of Addiction and various expressions of addiction
• Recognize common and distinct aspects associated with various expressions of addiction
• Understand the prevention and treatment implications of a Syndrome Model perspective

Waves of the Future: Drug Courts and Population Health
Courts and behavioral health providers historically have been fragmented from the broader health care system. From the very beginning of 
organized health care delivery and insurance in the U.S., cracks have appeared beneath the feet of persons with addiction and mental health. Drug 
and other problem solving courts have struggled to fill these gaps building accountability, coordination and when possible additional resources 
related to housing and employment. Drug and other problem solving courts have swept the nation effectively integrating a public health approach 
with the courts to address public safety, reduce risk and help low-level offenders to change their lives. Since their emergence, the use of drug courts 
has shifted from pilot programs in a few communities to an integral part of community systems reducing community costs, improving health and 
public safety. In most communities, drug courts and the behavioral health care (substance use and mental health services) provided are delivered 
segregated from primary health care with siloed funding streams and minimal access to insurance, Medicaid and social service resources. 
The next wave of transformation – adoption of populations based health care will have the same transformative impact as the establishment 
of problem solving courts. Shifting to a population health approach will require new partners, new ways of doing business and a holistic view of 
offenders. With the changes in health care and health financing, there is a demand and opportunity to consider substance use disorders and other 
minor offenses as they relate to other health care, housing, and employment needs of offenders. This session will provide court and treatment 
team personnel with a new approach for looking at how health reform initiatives fit with problem solving courts. Hear about the opportunities 
for increased community health and safety, new partnerships and ways of doing business and evidence based practices that will be required. 
Celebrate the opportunity to create one system with a comprehensive and holistic approach that will reduce risk, recidivism and intervene early.
Objectives: 
•  Understand the concept of population health and how it may apply to drug courts 
•  Make the connection between social determinants of health and health outcomes
•  Understand how health care reform has potential for more holistic approach to health

Closing Panel: New England Specialty Courts: Looking to the Future
Join a panel of local and national experts for a provocative and interactive discussion on what we have learned and where we are going. What 
does the future hold for drug courts? Who will we be serving in 5 years? What impact will sentencing reform have on who we serve? What 
fidelity strategies should we employ to comply with the new best practice standards? What training and technical assistance is available to 
keep our specialty courts operating with the best practice standards? How do we develop training strategies to ensure use of best practices? 
How do we reach the people who most need Drug Court services? 
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Judge Alison Arms received her BA in political science and history from the University of Vermont in 1991 and her JD from the 
University of Denver in 1994. As a law student she clerked for the Denver Office of the Colorado Public Defender and Colorado Office of 
the Federal Defender. Prior to taking the bench she practiced as a public defender for her entire career with the Legal Aid Society in NY, 
NY (1994–1999) the Office of the Chittenden County Public Defender in Burlington, Vermont (1999–2008), and also with the Office of 
the Federal Defender for the District of Vermont (2008–2011) and briefly in private practice (2008) pursuant to an assigned counsel 
contract for criminal defendants through the Office of the Defender General for Vermont. She has served as secretary and president 
of the Vermont Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (2010–11). Judge Arms has also taught a self-designed course as an adjunct 
public law lecturer through the University of Vermont entitled, Individuals Rights in the War on Terror (2006–2008). She was appointed 
to the Superior Court bench by Governor Peter Shumlin in 2011, and hears criminal, family and juvenile cases. She is currently the 
judicial representative of the Franklin County Juvenile Drug Court in St. Albans, Vermont, and the recipient of the 2015 David Jacques 
Award for Excellence in Juvenile Justice. Judge Arms has been married for twenty-two years and has two daughters, aged fifteen and 
seventeen.

Glenn Barnes is a Deputy State’s Attorney for Windsor County, Vermont. His caseload primarily consists of DUIs and drug cases. For the 
past two years, Attorney Barnes has been the prosecutor assigned to the DUI Treatment Docket. Attorney Barnes received his J.D. from 
American University’s Washington College of Law and his B.A. from Case Western Reserve University. In his free time, Attorney Barnes 
enjoys doing anything outdoors with his fiancée, Julia and dog, Avery, as well as coaching youth soccer. 

Jeff Baxter, MD is an Associate Professor in the Department of Family Medicine at UMASS Medical School who specializes in addiction 
treatment. He currently serves as the Chief Medical Officer for Spectrum Health Systems network of addiction treatment programs. 

Herb Brockert, served with the 25th infantry division in the central highlands of Vietnam. He was an RTO (Radio Man) in an infantry 
company. Herb studied Civil Engineering and has since owned and operated his own excavating business. He is a veteran mentor and a 
team member at the Norfolk County Veteran’s Treatment Court in Dedham, Mass. 

Maureen Caflisch is a Specialty Court Clinician for the Bristol County Juvenile Treatment Court multidisciplinary team functioning 
within the Juvenile Courts in Taunton/Attleboro, Fall River and New Bedford. She received a B.A. degree in Psychology and English 
from the University of Massachusetts, Boston, MA in 1986 and an M.S.W. from Rhode Island College, Providence, RI in 2006. Her 
professional experience includes completing comprehensive written mental health evaluations for clients involved in the juvenile 
justice system, providing same day emergency evaluations for clients in psychiatric crisis and facilitating appropriate planning for 
in-patient psychiatric hospitalization or therapeutic out-patient services and supports. Over the last three years she has provided 
individual and family therapy within schools, homes and a clinic setting and was able to effectively engage and treat children and 
families with a wide range of clinical presentations. She has had an opportunity to participate within an eighteen month intense 
learning collaborative through The Massachusetts Child Trauma Project where she and a group of committed clinicians received 
specialty training within the Attachment, Self- Regulation and Competency framework which she implemented with children and 
caretakers through an intensive home based delivery system. Ms. Caflisch is honored to be part of the panel for The New England 
Association of Drug Court Professionals. 

Alex Casale is the Director of the Strafford County Drug Court, Coordinator for the State, Board Member of the New England 
Association of Drug Court Professionals, County Corrections Academy Instructor, and a Laboratory manager for Strafford County’s EMIT 
urine testing machine. He is a graduate of the University of New Hampshire and received his certification in Public Management (CPM). 
Alex was hired by Strafford County in 2005 as the first Drug Court Case manager and promoted to Director in 2008, during that time he 
also became an officer of the jail. Though his work with other Drug Courts in the state and with other agencies he was appointed State 
Coordinator for specialty courts in NH by Chief Justice Nadeau in 2013.

Honorable Karen r. Carroll, of Vernon, VT, was born in Newport, Vermont on February 7, 1963. She graduated from Proctor High 
School in 1981 and from Salve Regina College, cum laude, in 1985 with a Bachelor of Arts and Sciences Degree in Criminal Justice 
and English and French Literature. She earned her Juris Doctor, cum laude, from Vermont Law School in 1988. She was a Deputy 
State’s Attorney in Windham County from September 1988 to June 1994, prosecuting serious felony cases and assigned as Chief 
Deputy State’s Attorney for most of that time. In 1994, she began work with the Vermont Attorney General’s Office, as the prosecutor 
for the Southern Vermont Drug Task Force. During this time, she was also cross-designated as a Special Assistant United States 
Attorney for the District of Vermont and prosecuted serious drug cases in the U.S. District Court. In December 2000, she was appointed 
a Superior Court Judge by Governor Howard Dean and has presided in the Family, Criminal and Civil Divisions of the Superiors Courts 
in Windham, Windsor and Bennington counties. Judge Carroll is former Chair of the state Board of Continuing Legal Education and 
current Chair of the Vermont Judiciary Criminal Division Oversight Committee. She is married to Richard C. Carroll, a partner in the law 
firm of Philips Dunn Shriver & Carroll in Brattleboro. They have three children.

Stephanie Clark, Esq., Coordinator, Windsor County DUI Treatment Docket, grew up in New Mexico and came to Vermont sight 
unseen after completing her first year of college at the University of New Mexico. Despite arriving without a winter coat, she knew she 
was home. After graduating from Lyndon State, Stephanie entered law school at Western New England University School of Law in 
Massachusetts. After two years she followed her future husband to Columbus and completed her legal education at The Ohio State 
University. During her final year in law school, Stephanie worked as a judicial clerk and discovered her second home in the courts. 
In 1997, Stephanie was appointed the first general division magistrate for the Court of Common Pleas in Licking County, Ohio. As 
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magistrate, Stephanie presided over her own civil docket, conducted felony arraignments and bond hearings, drafted judicial opinions 
and mediated civil cases pending before the Common Pleas Judges. In 2004, Stephanie returned to New England and was admitted to 
the Vermont bar. Stephanie then chose to spend time at home with their children and, not one to sit still, served on the Lyme Planning 
Board and the Lyme School Board, and continues today as chair of the Pearl Dimick Fund Grant Committee and board member of the 
Lyme Foundation. Stephanie resumed her legal career with Medicaid planning and elder law, and moved into general civil litigation. 
Litigation led Stephanie to re-discover her affinity for the courts, only not as an adversary, but as a problem solver and decision maker. 
Stephanie returned to the judiciary as coordinator for the Windsor County DUI Treatment Docket, working with a Team dedicated to 
increasing public safety and making a difference in the criminal justice system and in the lives of the population served by the docket. 
Stephanie is a board member of the New England Association of Drug Court Professionals and resides in Lyme, New Hampshire with 
her husband and two children.

Caroline Cooper, JD, MA, is Director of the Justice Programs Office of the School of Public Affairs at American University in Washington 
D.C. and a Research Faculty member of the School of Public Affairs. At the university, she is the Director of the U.S. Department of 
Justice Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) Drug Court Clearinghouse/Technical Assistance Project and served as Associate Director 
of the BJA Criminal Courts Technical Assistance Project. She is a graduate of Smith College, Howard University and the Washington 
College of Law at American University. For a number of years, she has been involved with the provision of technical assistance, 
evaluation, and training services to courts and other adjudication system agencies engaged in judicial improvement efforts. She has 
also been a practicing attorney, an assistant public defender, and has written numerous publications addressing a variety of judicial 
system issues relating to the management of criminal, civil, juvenile and family matters.

Hartwell Dowling, LCSW, is the Coordinator of Specialty Dockets and Grants at the Administrative Office of the Courts of the State of 
Maine. He is a graduate of Johns Hopkins University and the Boston University School of Social Work. Mr. Dowling is a licensed clinical 
social worker and has worked as a clinician, supervisor, and administrator in a variety of community and correctional mental health 
and substance abuse treatment settings with children, adolescent, adults, and families. He provides technical assistance to problem 
solving courts in the United States through the Justice Programs Office of American University. He is also a board member of the New 
England Association of Drug Court Professionals.

Dr. Judith Edersheim is Co-Founder and Co-Director of the Center for Law, Brain and Behavior, an Assistant Clinical Professor of 
Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School, and an attending Psychiatrist in the Department of Psychiatry at Massachusetts General 
Hospital. Dr. Edersheim graduated magna cum laude from Brown University and attended law school at Harvard, where she graduated 
cum laude. She was a law clerk to the Honorable Robert W. Sweet, United States District Judge for the Southern District of New York, 
and practiced law at the firm of Hill and Barlow before returning to Harvard Medical School. She was an intern at the Mount Auburn 
Hospital and received her clinical psychiatry training at the Cambridge Hospital adult psychiatry residency program. Dr. Edersheim 
completed a forensic psychiatry fellowship in the Law and Psychiatry service at Massachusetts General Hospital. She is a member 
of the Bar of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, is licensed to practice medicine in Massachusetts and is Board Certified by the 
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology, with added qualifications in Forensic Psychiatry. Dr. Edersheim is a principal lecturer in 
the forensic psychiatry fellowship at Massachusetts General Hospital and teaches forensic psychiatry to adult psychiatry residents 
at Massachusetts General and McLean Hospitals. She also lectures locally and nationally to professional medical associations and 
societies. Dr. Edersheim teaches extensively in the legal arena, including lectures sponsored by the Boston Bar Association, the Judicial 
Institute, and the Mental Health Legal Advisor’s Committee and the Superior and Trial Courts in Massachusetts. She had been a 
member of several non-profit boards, including the Supreme Judicial Courts’ Mental Health Legal Advisor’s Committee and the Board of 
Governors of Tel Aviv University. Dr. Edersheim’s research interest is in the translation of psychiatric and neurologic behavior into legal 
settings. She has published articles regarding the intersection of legal and medical concepts in peer reviewed medical journals such 
as the Journal of the American Academy of Law and Psychiatry and The Clinical Companion to the Journal of Primary Care and in legal 
journals such as the Massachusetts Family Law Journal. She has been a featured speaker locally, regionally and nationally regarding 
issues pertaining to neuroscience, psychiatry and the law.

rich Flynn trained as a Probation Officer with Inner London Probation Service with an MSW from Brunel University London. He has 
worked in the addictions, mental health and criminal justice field in both the US and UK for past 23 years. Started the Veterans Justice 
Outreach Program at the Providence VA in 2011 providing liaison to the criminal justice system on behalf of justice involved Veterans 
across Rhode Island, South East MA and Cape Cod.

Maryanne Frangules has been Executive Director of Massachusetts Organization for Addiction Recovery since 1999. The MA 
Organization for Addition Recovery or MOAR is a statewide membership association of individuals in recovery, families, and friends 
educating the public about the value of addiction recovery. She recently became the Faces and Voices of Recovery New England 
Representative. She has mentored many people to use their voice to improve public policy and systems. One policy with coalition 
support was to help make the Good Samaritan Law a reality, so a person can call 911 to save a life from an overdose death without 
the fear of arrest because of drug possession. Maryanne further helped MOAR develop a peer driven and facilitated curriculum to 
help individuals and families navigate and improve the system. MOAR and Maryanne have been recognized with much recognition. 
Maryanne believes none of this would be possible without the energy that gratitude from recovery.

Cheryl Gagne is a senior associate at the Center for Social Innovation. She is the director of Praxis, a training and consultation project 
that assists addiction treatment programs to meet the needs of people with substance use disorders. The project is funded by the 
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Bureau of Substance Abuse Services (BSAS) at the Department of Public Health in Massachusetts. She also contributes to the Bringing 
Recovery Support to Scale Technical Assistance Center Strategy (BRSS TACS), a SAMSHA-supported project to promote its Recovery 
Support Strategic Initiatives. Dr. Gagne’s areas of interests and expertise are workforce training and development (including peers), 
transforming behavioral health programs and systems to promote recovery, using evidence-based practices in recovery-oriented 
programs, and evaluating recovery-oriented services. She has a passion for increasing the involvement of people with lived experience 
of recovery in the development, delivery and evaluation of behavioral health services.

ralph D. Gants is the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court. Chief Justice Gants was appointed as an Associate Justice of the 
Superior Court in 1997 by Governor William Weld. Governor Deval Patrick first appointed him as a Justice to the Supreme Judicial Court 
in January 2009. In 2014, he was appointed as the thirty-seventh Chief Justice by Governor Patrick and was sworn in on July 28.

Sid Gardner, MPA, serves as President of Children and Family Futures, Inc. He served as Director of the Center for Collaboration for 
Children at California State University, Fullerton from 1991–2001. He is the author of Beyond Collaboration to Results, and, Cities, 
Counties, Kids, and Families: the Essential Role of Local Government (2005), which describes a model for developing strategic policy 
for children and family policy in local governments. Mr. Gardner has served as a staff member of the White House Domestic Council, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Director of the California Tomorrow Youth at Risk 
Project, Director of the Hartford Private Industry Council, and an elected member of the City Council in Hartford, Connecticut from 1977 
to 1981. He has taught courses at seven universities. He graduated from Occidental College and was awarded a Master´s degree 
in Public Policy from Princeton University in 1965 and a Master’s degree in Religious Studies from Hartford Seminary in 1986. Mr. 
Gardner is a Vietnam veteran, and lives in Irvine with his wife, Nancy Young, and two of their four children. He is also the author of six 
novels.

Doug Gaudette, MA, LMHC, is the founder and director of the Family Safety Project at Holy Family Hospital. In addition to being a state 
certified batterer intervention group facilitator, he is a state approved batterer intervention trainer and supervisor. He has worked in 
the area of domestic violence for the past 25 years as a group facilitator, supervisor and consultant. Doug has provided training and 
consultation to the MA Judicial Training Council, The MA Probation Department, Department of Public Health, and he is a member 
of the newly created Trial Court Domestic Violence Education Task Force. He is a licensed mental health clinician who previously 
was the director of the court clinic at Lawrence District Court. He has lectured nationally on the topic of domestic violence, batterer 
intervention, and risk assessment/management. For the past four years Doug has worked with Dr. David Adams, and representatives 
from the MA Department of Public Health in the development and implementation of a risk assessment protocol for use by batterer 
intervention programs. 

Carol W. Giordano, MSW, LICSW, is the Director of the Pretrial Services Unit of the District Court of Rhode Island. She is a licensed 
mental health clinician who has spent much of her career helping people with behavioral health issues who come in contact with the 
criminal justice system. Prior to her service with the State, Carol was employed by the Kent Center as the Court Clinician in the Kent 
County Courthouse. Her role was to divert non violent offenders with mental health or substance abuse issues into treatment. Carol 
has also been involved in statewide trainings for police officers to help them learn appropriate ways to respond to encounters with the 
mentally ill. She has also taught at the Rhode Island Municipal Police Academy. 

Alison Glastein, MEd, brings 20 years of experience serving health and human service organizations in senior-level positions and as 
a consultant. As a member of Advocates for Human Potential’s Healthcare Solutions team, Alison manages client engagements and 
leads new business efforts. She brings demonstrated experience planning, implementing, and evaluating evidence-based programs, 
with content knowledge in a range of public health issues including alcohol, tobacco, and other substance use; child maltreatment; 
and domestic violence. Most recently, Alison was Vice President at Freedman HealthCare, a consulting firm focused on health care 
performance measurement and improvement, where she oversaw business development and operations functions. As the lead writer 
and project manager for client engagements, Ms. Glastein became expert on utilizing data to manage and measure health initiatives. 
Prior to Freedman, Ms. Glastein served as Executive Director of Breakthrough Greater Boston (formerly Breakthrough Cambridge), a 
multifaceted year-round educational program serving urban students and aspiring teachers, and Healthy Malden, an award-winning 
community health coalition jointly sponsored by Hallmark Health and the City of Malden, Massachusetts. 

John Hamilton, LMFT, LADC, CAC-E, has worked in the field of addiction prevention and treatment since 1981, and holds licenses in 
Alcohol and Drug Counseling and Marriage and Family Therapy. Mr. Hamilton is the CEO for Recovery Network of Programs, a non-profit 
behavioral health agency serving the Greater Bridgeport community. Currently, John is on the Steering Committee for the National 
Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA) Clinical Trials Network and is the Chair of the Policy Committee for the Community Treatment Providers 
Caucus. John is the Chair of the Connecticut State Advisory Board for the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
(DMHAS) and Board Member for the Connecticut Community for Addiction Recovery (CCAR). Previously, John served as Chair of the 
Dissemination Committee for the NIDA Clinical Trials Network, Chair of the Community Treatment Providers Caucus, Past President 
of the Southwest Connecticut Mental Health Board, Past President of the New England Association of Drug Court Professionals, Co-
founder of the Greenwich Father’s Forum, and Chair of the Ethics Committee for the Connecticut Certification Board. John presents 
locally and internationally on a variety of topics and is considered an expert in the field of addiction treatment and prevention. John 
was the 2013 recipient of the American Association for the Treatment of Opioid Dependence (AATOD) Nyswander- Dole Award for his 
outstanding contributions in the field of Addiction Treatment.
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Helen Harberts, MA, JD, has been working in criminal justice since 1983. As a prosecutor, Ms. Harberts began as an entry level 
DA and rose to become the Chief Deputy District Attorney of the Criminal Division in Butte County, CA. As a Chief Probation Officer 
(1995–2002) (sworn peace officer) over 5 years she implemented an adult drug court, juvenile drug court, DUI Court utilizing 
naltrexone, Domestic Violence Court, and Mentally Ill Offenders Court, all based on the problem solving court model. She implemented 
Police-Probation teams on school campuses (National award winner), a Peer Court, created a gang unit and directed a community 
based narcotics task force called BASS. In that capacity, Chief Harberts aggressively pursued a responsive community and research 
based probation department. After the stint in probation, she returned to her roots as a prosecuting attorney where she practiced law 
exclusively in problem solving courts for over 5 years. She retired in 2011. She popped out of retirement for 5 months in 2012–13, 
she served as the Interim Director of the Harris County (Texas) Community Supervision and Corrections Department in Houston. Ms. 
Harberts was California’s Chief Probation Officer of the Year in 2000, and was honored as the 2009 Prosecutor of the Year by Region 8 
of the California Narcotics Officers Association. In 2013, Ms. Harberts was inducted into the Stanley Goldstein Drug Court Hall of Fame. 
It was the achievement of a professional lifetime. 

Dr. Kenneth Hardy is an internationally recognized clinician, author, and Trainer. He is also the Director of the Eikenberg Institute 
for Relationships in New York City where he maintains a private practice specializing in working with traumatized and oppressed 
populations. Dr. Hardy is the former Director of the Center for Children, Families, and Trauma at the Ackerman Institute in New York 
City, and formerly served on the faculty at Syracuse University where he held numerous positions including Director of Clinical Training 
and Research, as well as Chairperson of the Department of Child and Family Studies. He has won considerable acclaim for the 
contributions that his publications and videotapes have made toward challenging our society to think critically about the hidden but 
significant connections that often exist between trauma and issues of oppression. In addition to his own writing, Dr. Hardy serves on 
the editorial boards of six publications including the Journal of Marital and Family Therapy, the Journal of Family Psychotherapy, the 
Journal of Divorce, the Journal of Couples Therapy, the Psychotherapy Networker, and the Journal of Family Counseling. Dr. Hardy, 
along with a colleague, developed the training manual and curriculum that has been used in New York City to train licensed clinicians 
in Trauma Based Family Therapy. This program was funded by the September 11th Fund of New York and was co-sponsored with the 
NYC Mental Health Association. Additionally, he has provided training and consultation to an extensive list of Human Services agencies 
devoted to providing Trauma-Based, culturally competent care to children, couples and families. 

Haner Hernández, PhD, is originally from Puerto Rico, is bilingual and has worked for over 27 years in the health and human service 
field developing, implementing, and evaluating culturally and linguistically competent youth and adult health prevention, intervention, 
treatment, and recovery support programs. Also, Dr. Hernández has many years of experience in delivering addiction counseling and 
clinical supervision to professionals in the field. Furthermore, he is a professional trainer and facilitator and provides individualized 
technical assistance and support to organizations that provide addiction prevention, treatment and recovery supports. Haner is 
a person in long-term recovery from addiction and is committed to eliminating health disparities by working at the national, state, 
and local levels. He is currently a Senior Consultant to the Massachusetts Department of Public health Bureau of Substance Abuse 
Services, with a focus on Access To Recovery, Recovery Supports, and the Recovery Support Centers. Dr. Hernandez was appointed 
to SAMHSA Bringing Recovery Supports to Scale Technical Assistance Center Strategy (BRSS TACS) steering committee in 2014. He 
has served a consultant to several federally-funded initiatives in the areas of behavioral workforce development, HIV/AIDS, addiction 
prevention and treatment, military service members, their families and TBI and PTSD, and pediatric asthma. Dr. Hernández serves 
as faculty at the New England School of Addiction Studies since 1998, has taught a number of undergraduate and graduate courses, 
and has presented at several national and state conferences. Dr. Hernández serves on the Board of Directors of the Massachusetts 
Board for Voluntary Certification of Drug and Alcohol Counselors and the Massachusetts Organization for Addiction recovery (MOAR), 
was appointed to the Springfield Public Health Council in 2006, and served on the Governor’s Latin American Advisory Commission in 
Massachusetts from 2000–2004.

Honorable Jamey Heuston is an associate judge on the First District Court in Baltimore City, Maryland. She has presided as a judge 
for 20 years and is the longest serving drug court judge in the world. Judge Hueston is an early Drug Court pioneer and is a founding 
member of The National Association of Drug Court Professionals and served as its immediate Vice-chair. She founded and chaired the 
Maryland Judicial Problem Solving Courts Committee and is the founder and administers the Baltimore City Drug Treatment Court. She 
has spent over 30 years developing and managing public mental health and substance abuse programs throughout the Northwest of 
USA. She has written, lectured and consults extensively regarding problem solving and drug courts.

Jim Hiatt, MSW, is currently the Assistant Director to the Bureau of Substance Abuse Services (BSAS) Office of Youth and Young Adults 
(OYYAS). In this role he oversees youth and young adult service contracts and supports capacity building within the OYYAS and other 
state agency systems to effectively address substance use and recovery needs of youth, young adults, and their families. At BSAS he 
was formerly the Recovery Services Coordinator and managed the Consumer Advisory Board, supported start-up and development of 
7 Recovery Support Centers, planned and convened statewide recovery community conferences, tracked legislation, developed social 
marketing campaigns, and participated in national efforts to develop accreditation standards for Recovery Community Organizations. 
Jim holds a Masters in Social Work and Certificate in Urban Leadership from Simmons College in addition to an undergraduate degree 
in Marketing from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Jim’s experience includes peer education, youth residential counseling, 
community organizing, and clinical social work at several area hospitals. Jim also identifies as a father, drummer and person in long-
term recovery.
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Honorable Marianne Hinkle has been an Associate Justice of the Massachusetts District Court for over ten years. She is the Chair 
of the Massachusetts Trial Court Domestic Violence Education Task Force and the District Court Committee on Abuse Prevention 
Proceedings.

rae Hirst graduated from Castleton State College with a degree in Elementary Education. She began working for the State of Vermont 
in 1982 at Brandon Training School where she worked till September 1994 when a career change took her to the Department of 
Corrections. Ms. Hirst started as a Probation and Parole Officer and is now the District Manager of the Springfield Vermont Probation 
and Parole Office. Ms. Hirst has been in this position since August 2013. She manages an office of 12 staff, 7 Probation Officers, 
3 Community Correctional Officer, a Corrections Program Supervisor and 1 Admin staff. As a DUI court team member Ms. Hirst 
represents the Department of Corrections. Ms. Hirst lives in Springfield where she enjoys gardening, kayaking and reading. 

robert Kinscherff, PhD, JD, is a forensic psychologist and attorney who serves as Associate Vice President at Massachusetts School of 
Professional Psychology and a member of the teaching faculty in the doctoral clinical psychology program. He is also Senior Associate 
at the National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice where his projects include Juvenile Drug Courts, diversion programs, and 
professional training and development for court-involved youth. He has worked with juvenile justice and criminal justice populations 
for some 30 years, has over 50 professional publications in the area, and teaches and consults nationally and internationally on 
behavioral health, policy, and professional practice dimensions in work with these populations.

Thomas Kirk, PhD, is a healthcare executive whose extensive career includes nationally recognized design, operational and leadership 
experience in large public and private behavioral healthcare systems. Among his professional appointments are President/Chief Executive 
Officer of a private addiction agency, Deputy Commissioner and then Commissioner (CEO) of the Connecticut Department of Mental 
Health and Addiction Services. His 10 year tenure as Commissioner was notable for the overarching strategic goal set at the outset — to 
design and implement a recovery-oriented system of care (ROSC). Dr. Kirk’s service at the national level includes a three year term on 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse Advisory Council. He had previously served (2005–2009) on the National Advisory Council of the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration. He holds an appointment in the Yale School of Medicine, Department of 
Psychiatry as Professor (Adjunct) and is associated with the Yale Program for Recovery and Community Health. Career recognitions include 
the Legacy Award and the Yale School of Medicine/Psychiatry Mental Health Research Advocacy Award. He is a fellow of the American 
Psychological Association and serves on the Board of Directors of the Connecticut Community for Addiction Recovery, Inc. (CCAR).

Peter J. Koutoujian is currently the Sheriff of Middlesex County.  He spent fourteen years on Beacon Hill representing the 10th 
Middlesex District prior to his current position. As a State Representative elected in 1996, Koutoujian held several leadership positions, 
including Chairman of the Joint Committee on Financial Services, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Public Health and Chairman of 
the Commission to End Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities. A staunch public safety advocate, Koutoujian led efforts for victims’ rights 
and suicide prevention. Sheriff Koutoujian is a graduate of Bridgewater State University, the New England School of Law, and the John 
F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.

Mary Lou Leary serves as the Deputy Director of State, Local and Tribal Affairs for the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), 
where she oversees ONDCP’s High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas program (HIDTA) and Drug-Free Communities (DFC) Grant Program, 
in addition to overseeing the office’s criminal justice portfolio. Prior to her appointment to ONDCP, she was the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General for the Office of Justice Programs (OJP), a position she also held from 2009–2012. She served as Acting 
Assistant Attorney General for OJP from March, 2012–June, 2013. Ms. Leary has 30 years of criminal justice experience at the federal, 
state, and local levels, with an extensive background in criminal prosecution, government leadership, and victim advocacy. From 1999 
to 2001, she held several executive positions at the Department of Justice, including Acting Assistant Attorney General for OJP, Deputy 
Associate Attorney General, and Acting Director of the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services. Ms. Leary also served as United 
States Attorney for the District of Columbia, as well as Principal Assistant and Senior Counsel to the United States Attorney, and Chief 
of the office’s Superior Court Division. Her career has included extensive trial and grand jury experience as an Assistant United States 
Attorney in the District of Columbia and Assistant District Attorney in Middlesex County, Massachusetts. Ms. Leary was Executive 
Director of the National Center for Victims of Crime, a leading victim advocacy organization in Washington, D.C., from 2005 to 2009. 
She received her law degree from Northeastern University School of Law, a master’s degree in education from Ohio State University, 
and a bachelor’s degree in English literature from Syracuse University.

Joshua D. Lee, MD, MSc, is an Associate Professor in the Departments of Population Health and Medicine at the NYU School of 
Medicine. He is board-certified in Internal Medicine and Addiction Medicine and is a physician at Bellevue Hospital Center, NYU 
Langone Medical Center, and in the NYC jails. He directs the NYU ABAM Fellowship in Addiction Medicine. His research focuses on 
novel and medication treatments for addiction among criminal justice and primary care populations. He is a native of Knoxville, TN, 
and graduated from Princeton University and the University of Tennessee School of Medicine. 

Deborah Levesque, PhD, received her Bachelor’s degree from Williams College, Master’s degree from Mount Holyoke College, and 
her doctoral degree in Clinical Psychology from the University of Rhode Island, where she trained with experts on the Transtheoretical 
Model as a graduate student and post-doctoral fellow. She is adjunct faculty at the University of Rhode Island. At Pro-Change she is 
Principal Investigator on large-scale federally funded research projects focusing on the development and testing of computer-delivered 
stage-based interventions targeting a range of social, health, and mental health problems, including: criminal behavior and substance 
use reduction among juvenile offenders, domestic violence cessation among adult male offenders, teen dating violence prevention 
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among high school students, and depression management among at-risk adults. She leads trainings on the Transtheoretical Model in 
corrections and healthcare.

Jordana M. Levine, Esq., Marsicovetere Law Group, P.C. attended the University of Vermont, graduating with my BA in 1998, 
and Vermont Law School, graduating with my JD in 2004. I am an attorney with Marsicovetere Law Group, PC (formerly Griffin, 
Marsicovetere & Wilkes, PC). The focus of my practice is criminal defense in state and federal court. I am a member of Criminal Justice 
Act (CJA) Panel, where I have the privilege and opportunity to be assigned by the U.S. District Court to represent indigent individuals 
charged with crimes in federal court. In 2008, I was instrumental in the development and implementation of the Sparrow Project. The 
Sparrow Project was initially granted funded by H. 859 (The Justice Reinvestment Pilot Screening Project) and continues to provide 
community based treatment plans and support to individuals while their criminal charges are pending in the Criminal Division of 
Windsor Superior Court. I am currently a member of the team that oversees the operation of the Sparrow Project. I also helped develop 
and start Vermont’s first and only DUI Treatment Court, and I am currently the designated defense attorney representing participants in 
the treatment team and systems meetings. 

Douglas B. Marlowe, JD, PhD, is the Chief of Science, Law & Policy for the National Association of Drug Court Professionals. Previously, 
he was a senior scientist at the Treatment Research Institute and an adjunct associate professor of psychiatry at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine. A lawyer and clinical psychologist, Dr. Marlowe has received numerous research grants to study 
coercion in substance abuse treatment, the effects of Drug Courts and other programs for substance abusing individuals involved in 
the criminal justice system, and behavioral treatments for substance abusers and criminal offenders. He is a Fellow of the American 
Psychological Association (APA) and has received proficiency certification in the treatment of psychoactive substance use disorders 
from the APA College of Professional Psychology. Dr. Marlowe has published over 175 articles, books, and book chapters on the topics 
of crime and substance abuse. He is the Editor-in-Chief of the Drug Court Review and is on the editorial board of the journal, Criminal 
Justice & Behavior. 

Christine McKenna has a B.S. in Behavioral Science, an M.S. in Management, Organization and Leadership and a MSW from Boston 
University. She has experience working with the offender population in the correctional field as a probation/parole officer from 
1995–2007 and as the Chief Probation/Parole Officer in Rockingham County, NH from 2007 until her retirement in October 2012. 
From 2012–2014 she worked as a re-entry clinician for Strafford County Community Corrections Program working within the drug court 
team and therapeutic community program at the Strafford County Jail. During her time with the State of New Hampshire, Christine 
was a member of the NH Governor’s Commission on Domestic and Sexual Violence and was a founding member of the Rockingham 
County Drug Court. Throughout her career, Christine has focused on domestic and sexual violence, gender specific programming and 
grief/loss specialties. Other areas of experience include hospice and suicide prevention work. Currently, she is the New Hope Program 
Coordinator in Manchester, NH charged with implementation of Hawaii’s HOPE model, a criminal justice strategy, designed to deliver 
swift, certain and fair sanctions for individuals on community supervision. She is also an adjunct professor of criminal justice at Great 
Bay Community College.

Honorable Tina L. Nadeau was appointed Chief Justice of the New Hampshire Superior Court in 2011 after serving as an associate 
judge for fifteen years. Since becoming a judge, she has presided over countless criminal jury trials, civil and equity bench trials and 
domestic, divorce, and custody matters. In addition, Judge Nadeau presided over the Academy Program and continues to preside over 
the Rockingham County Drug Court. As Chief Justice of the Superior Court, Judge Nadeau has overseen the state budget, implemented 
case management systems, testified before the legislature, and been a strong advocate for the development of Drug Courts across 
the state. She has been a prosecutor for the New Hampshire Attorney General in the Homicide Division and was once legal counsel to 
Governor, Stephen Merrill. Judge Nadeau is a graduate of University of New Hampshire and Franklin Pierce Law Center.

Dr. Sarah E. Nelson is the Associate Director of Research at the Division on Addiction, Cambridge Health Alliance, and an Assistant 
Professor in Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School. Dr. Nelson received her PhD in social psychology from the University of Oregon in 
2003. At the Division on Addiction, Dr. Nelson’s focus is on the interface between addiction and other problem behaviors. In pursuing 
this focus, Dr. Nelson has studied the etiology of addiction among adolescents, the epidemiology and etiology of gambling problems, 
and the relationship between mental health, criminal behavior, and DUI behavior. Dr. Nelson has been involved in the study of DUI 
behavior for 12 years. As part of the team of researchers at the Division on Addiction, she has collaborated on a longitudinal study 
of substance abuse and mental health in repeat DUI offenders. Analyses of this sample demonstrated high rates of mental health 
disorders in this population. Dr. Nelson continues to work on analyses of the follow-up data, investigating the relationship between 
mental health, criminality and DUI re-offense, as well as examining whether DUI offenders’ perceptions and explanations of their own 
behavior relate to their recidivism. These studies have provided the foundation for the project she will discuss today, developing a 
mental health assessment and referral system that can be used by a variety of DUI programs.

M. Christine O’Connell joined the Rhode Island Public Defenders Office in 1987 and is currently assigned to the Veterans Court and 
the Adult Drug Court. Her commitment to helping those afflicted with substance abuse and mental health disorders dates back to her 
teenage years, when she volunteered on a crisis hotline and worked in her college infirmary dealing with drug involved students. She is 
proud to serve on the Veterans Court Advisory Council and as secretary of the New England Association of Drug Court Professionals.

Senior Inspector Christopher O’Keeffe began a career in Law Enforcement in 2010 when he joined the Police Department in the Town 
of Hartford, VT. O’Keeffe attended the Vermont Police Academy (VPA) in 2010. During training at the VPA, he completed a 40 hour 
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course in DUI and standardized field sobriety testing. The course included instruction and certification in the use of both handheld 
portable breath testing devices and the Datamaster breath testing instrument. During his tenure at the Hartford Police Department 
as a patrol officer, O’Keeffe was awarded for his efforts in speed enforcement and was invited by the Windsor County State Attorney’s 
office to represent Vermont law enforcement at DWI Courts project seminar in Orange County, California in March, 2012. O’Keeffe 
became a Datamaster DMT supervisor in 2012 and completed Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement training in 2012. 
Christopher O’Keeffe was hired by the State of Vermont Department of Motor Vehicles in 2013 and was assigned to the Commercial 
Motor Vehicle Division as an Inspector. In February 2014, O’Keeffe completed the Drug Recognition Expert Course of the IACP Drug 
Evaluation and Classification Program in Burlington, VT. In March 2014, O’Keeffe completed field training for the Drug Recognition 
Expert Course in Phoenix, AZ. O’Keeffe holds an Associate in Science degree in Audio Production from the New England Institute of Art, 
having graduated in May, 2006.

victor Ortiz, MSW, LADCI, CADC II, is a social worker with over twenty years of experience in the area of addiction, youth development, 
child welfare, and behavioral health. He has worked extensively with a wide range of populations, especially in communities of color. 
Victor has served in various professional positions aimed at improving access, and advocacy of care for individuals and families. In 
2009, Victor received his BSW from Anna Maria College; He was recognized for academic excellence while serving as a mentor to 
many students seeking professional guidance. Victor received national scholarship recognition from the National Association of Social 
Workers and The Council on Social Work Education for his many years of advocacy in the Latino community. In 2010, Victor received 
his MSW from Simmons College School of Social Work. 

Dr. Carlos Quezada-Gomez is a licensed clinical psychologist with over 25 years experience in program development and evaluation, 
as well as direct service delivery in the areas of mental health, addiction, child welfare, drug courts and health services. He earned 
a doctorate in clinical psychology at Argosy University and two post-doctoral Master’s degrees, one in Business Administration at 
Roosevelt University and another in Clinical Psychopharmacology at Alliant University. He has worked primarily with marginalized and 
socially excluded populations, including Native Americans/First Peoples, Latinos and urban African-Americans. Currently, he works as 
the Mental Health Director for Cermak Health Services located at Cook County Jail--the largest single-site jail in the country with an 
average daily population of 9,000 detainees. waiting trial. He also teaches forensic courses at Argosy University; provides training as 
faculty for the National Drug Court Institute and many private, governmental, non-profit and Tribal nations; and has served on national, 
regional and local boards and advisory committees addressing the health needs of underserved communities. In January 2014 he was 
appointed to the Illinois Department of Corrections Advisory Board by Governor Pat Quinn. Dr Quezada-Gomez was born in Mexico but 
raised in Chicago, IL — where he currently resides.

Jane Pfeifer is a Senior Program Associate at Children and Family Futures (CFF) and serves as a Program Management Liaison for the 
Regional Partnership Grant program, as Change Leader for the Prevention and Family Recovery project, and leads the development 
of the FDC Guidelines. She was also the lead on the FDC Peer Learning Courts project. She has over 20 years of experience working 
in the criminal justice system and 17 years of experience working with adult, juvenile and family drug courts at the local, state 
and national level. As a Drug Court Program Manager, Ms. Pfeifer oversaw the day-to-day fiscal, programmatic and administrative 
operations of an Adult and Juvenile Drug Court Program. She has served as Lead Faculty for the National Drug Court Institute, 
providing TTA to adult and family drug court teams across the country, and as faculty for other organizations including the National 
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, and National Judicial College. Ms. Pfeifer is a highly skilled trainer, providing computer-
based and onsite training to local, state and national audiences on a range of topics including case management, collaboration, 
community resource development and the needs of rural jurisdictions. Ms. Pfeifer received her Master of Public Administration and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Social Work and Psychology from California State University, Chico. 

Debra A. Pinals, MD, is the Assistant Commissioner of Forensic Services for the Massachusetts Department of Mental Health, and is 
an Associate Professor of Psychiatry and Director of Forensic Education at the University of Massachusetts Medical School. Her work 
includes clinical and forensic psychiatry, research, and forensic mental health administration to public sector mental health systems. 
Dr. Pinals is Immediate Past President of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law. She has authored numerous peer reviewed 
publications related to forensic psychiatry, and is the editor of the book Stalking: Psychiatric Perspectives and Practical Approaches 
and the co-author of Evaluations of Civil Commitment. 

Chris Pleasanton has been the Program Manager of the Community Court in Hartford since December 1999. Mr. Pleasanton works closely 
with the court’s Presiding Judge to develop new court protocols and collaborative working relationships with independent service providers. 
He also works directly with the court staff on a daily basis to coordinate activities to meet the court’s goals and serves as the court’s 
representative to the community. Since 2012, Mr. Pleasanton has also provided oversight of Connecticut three Drug (Court) Intervention 
Programs in Bridgeport, Danielson, and New Haven. Mr. Pleasanton served on the Criminal Justice Advisory Panels at Westfield (MA) State 
College and the Northwestern Connecticut Community College. Prior to working at the Community Court in Hartford, Mr. Pleasanton served 
on the staff of the Connecticut General Assembly for five years. He is a graduate of Eastern Connecticut State University.

vanessa Price was employed as a police officer with The City of Oklahoma City from October 1990 through January 2012. She retired 
at the rank of Inspector and was assigned to Operations Administration as the Interim Executive Director for Weed and Seed Programs. 
Mrs. Price held that position from September 2009 through January 2012. Her prior assignment from May of 1998 to September 
2009 was with the Oklahoma County Drug Court. She was instrumental in the development of The Oklahoma County Drug Court 
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Program, including policy manual development, budgeting, and staff training. Training presentations and curriculum development 
include recognizing the signs of mental illness, identification of a subject under the influence of drugs, effectively communicating with 
consumers, strengths-based interviewing, team building, drug testing, program planning and development, grant writing, community 
supervision, cultural proficiency for consumers served, ethics & confidentiality in treatment programs, psychopharmacology of drugs 
for first responders, community resource identification and development. In May 2014, Mrs. Price was appointed by the Governor of 
Oklahoma to serve on the Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board. In January 2015 she was reappointed to a four year term and elected 
to serve as Chair of organization. Mrs. Price has an Associate’s Degree from Oklahoma State University in Applied Police Science; a 
Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Central Oklahoma in Criminal.

Dennis A. reilly, Esq., is the Deputy Director of Drug Court Programs at the Center for Court Innovation providing training, technical 
assistance and development support for drug treatment courts. Mr. Reilly has served as the Director of the Brooklyn Treatment Court 
and the Problem-Solving Courts Coordinator for the Kings Supreme Court. Previously, Mr. Reilly worked for the Connecticut Judicial 
Branch in many capacities, including Special Deputy Sheriff and was a founding team member of the first two drug courts in the State 
of Connecticut in New Haven and Fairfield Counties. Mr. Reilly has also worked as a Project Director at the National Drug Court Institute 
developing and initiating the Drug Court Planning Initiative. He is a graduate of the University of Connecticut, School of Administration 
and Management; the University of Denver, College of Law; and the University of Amsterdam School for Executive Development in 
International Relations.

Michael rempel is research director at the Center for Court Innovation. He is currently directing an evaluation of the Attorney General’s 
multisite Defending Childhood Demonstration Program; a national study of prosecutor-led pretrial diversion programs; a national study 
of the commercial sexual exploitation of children; a randomized controlled trial of evidence-based assessment tools; and a study of 
“what works” in school safety. He is also co-principal investigator on NIJ’s Evaluation of Second Chance Act Adult Reentry Courts. In the 
past, he has published extensively on research related to drug courts (including NIJ’s Multi-Site Adult Drug Court Evaluation and two 
statewide evaluations of drug courts in New York) and offender interventions in cases of intimate partner violence. Recent publications 
also concern research on specialized domestic violence courts; the commercial sexual exploitation of children; community courts; 
procedural justice; and developmentally-appropriate responses to the criminal behavior of 16 and 17 year-olds in New York. He also 
frequently writes and presents on the use of evidence-based principles and practices with criminal offenders and often advises on 
research-based technical assistance initiatives. Currently, he is advising the Center for Court Innovation’s technical assistance work on 
a multisite jail reduction initiative known as the Safety and Justice Challenge. His work has appeared in a variety of research journals, 
including the Journal of Experimental Criminology, Journal of Drug Issues, Justice Quarterly, Criminology and Public Policy, the Journal 
of Offender Rehabilitation, and Violence Against Women; as well as practitioner-oriented journals such as the Justice System Journal, 
Judicature, Drug Court Review, Domestic Violence Report, and Criminal Justice Magazine. He is co-editor of Documenting Results: 
Research on Problem-Solving Justice (2007). Previously, he published articles on contemporary social theory and the political sociology 
of advanced industrial societies and co-edited Citizen Politics in Post-Industrial Societies (1997).

Dr. Kenneth D. robinson received his Doctor of Education Degree in Educational Psychology and Counseling and a Master of Science 
Degree in Psychology from the University of Memphis. He is the President of Correctional Counseling, Inc. and is the co-developer of 
Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT®), which is listed on SAMHSA’s National Registry of Evidence-based Programs. He is Executive Editor 
of Cognitive Behavioral Treatment Review and was Executive Editor of ACRIM News in 1993–1994 and Associate Editor of Recovery 
Times in 1990–1992. He was Director of Clinical Services and Director of the Crisis Stabilization Unit for Midtown Mental Health 
Center in Memphis, Tennessee. He also worked in Mental Health Services for the Shelby County Correction Center from 1975–1987 
and worked for a year with Project CERCE at the State Regional Prison in Memphis. Dr. Robinson conducts frequent training and 
workshops in MRT throughout the United States, Australia, Scotland and Puerto Rico. He has published and presented numerous 
professional articles in the areas of psychopharmacology and mental health. He is co-author of all of the MRT treatment materials and 
other books including How To Escape Your Prison, Your Inner Enemy, Filling The Inner Void, Character Development, Family Support, Job 
Readiness, Understanding & Treating The Antisocial Substance Abuser, Parenting and Family Values, Discovering Life & Liberty in the 
Pursuit of Happiness, Coping With Anger, and Bringing Peace To Relationships. In addition, Dr. Robinson has co-authored The Journey 
to Freedom, Tools for a Fresh Start, Personal Responsibility Parenting, and all of the Social Responsibility Training (SRT) Materials. He 
also received the Presidential Citation from the American Psychological Association in May 2009 for Innovative Practice Strategies 
to Address Social and Behavioral Problems of At-Risk Youth. He is on the faculty of the National Judicial College, National Drug Court 
Institute, and National DWI Treatment Staff Training for NTSHA.

Tym rourke, MA, is Director of Program with the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation. In addition to overseeing the foundation’s 
grantmaking, Tym manages the foundation’s second-largest portfolio of funds, which is dedicated to addressing substance use 
disorders in New Hampshire. Tym has over 16 years experience in the Substance Use Disorders field, and currently serves as Chair 
of the New Hampshire Governor’s Commission on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Prevention, Intervention and Treatment. Prior to that 
Tym was the Executive Director of the Makin It Happen Coalition, and served as President of the Providers Association for three years. 
Tym is a 2012 recipient of the Terrance Keenan Fellowship for Leaders in Health Philanthropy from Grantmakers in Health. He has 
a Masters Degree in Intermodal Expressive Art Therapy from Lesley University, and currently lives with his wife and two children in 
Bedford, New Hampshire.
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Honorable John r Schwartz is a founding member of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals, served as Chairman of its 
Board of Directors from 2006–2008, and currently serves on its board. He is also a founding member and President Emeritus of the 
New York State Association of Drug Treatment Court Professionals, and served as its President from 1998–2001. Judge Schwartz was 
first elected a Rochester City Court Judge in 1983 and also serves as an Acting Monroe County Court Judge. He was the supervising 
Judge of all city courts in the Seventh Judicial District and served as Chief Judge of the Rochester City Court from 1992-2001. In 1995 
he founded the Rochester Drug Treatment Court, the first drug court in the State of New York. He has received many awards for his 
involvement in the Courts. He was the presiding Judge of the Rochester Drug Treatment Court, the Judicial Diversion Court and the 
Veteran’s Court.

Dr. Howard J. Shaffer is the Morris E. Chavetz Associate Professor of Psychiatry in the Behavioral Sciences at Harvard Medical 
School; in addition, he is the Director of the Division on Addiction at Harvard affiliated Cambridge Health Alliance. Dr. Shaffer has 
served as principal or co-principal investigator on many government, foundation, and industry sponsored research projects around 
the world. Currently, Dr. Shaffer is focusing on the public health features of Internet gambling, and the epidemiology of psychiatric 
co-morbidity among DUI offenders. In addition to private practice, Dr. Shaffer consults internationally to a variety of organizations in 
business, education, human services, and government. Dr. Shaffer is a Fellow of the American Psychological Association. He served 
on the National Academy of Sciences, National Research Council, Committee on the Social and Economic Impacts of Pathological 
Gambling. His professional appointments have included consultation to the National Institutes of Health, The National Cancer Institute, 
The National Council on Marijuana and Health, The Icelandic Ministry of Health and Social Security, The Massachusetts Council on 
Compulsive Gambling, the Tung Wah Hospital Group, and The Massachusetts Departments of Mental and Public Health. Dr. Shaffer 
is the author of hundreds of journal articles and 22 books or monographs, including, with his colleagues Drs. LaPlante and Nelson, 
the recently released APA Addiction Syndrome Handbook and Change Your Gambling, Change Your Life. He is the past editor of 
several journals: The Psychology of Addictive Behaviors; The Journal of Gambling Studies and a founder and past associate editor of 
The Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment. Dr. Shaffer serves as a member of the many editorial boards and is an ad hoc reviewer 
for many journals including the New England Journal of Medicine and the Archives of General Psychiatry. He has received many 
awards, including the 2010 American Psychological Association, Division 50, award for “Outstanding Contributions to Advancing the 
Understanding of Addictions and the 2015 National Council on Problem Gambling Lifetime Research Award.” With his colleague Dr. 
David Korn, he is a principal architect of a public health approach to gambling; with colleagues Dr. Alex Blaszczynski and Dr. Robert 
Ladouceur, he is a principal architect of the RENO model, the first framework for responsible gambling programs.

Elizabeth Simoni is the executive director of Maine Pretrial Services, Inc. She has served in that capacity since 1996. Prior to that, she 
was a pretrial caseworker for two years. She is actively involved in the establishment and delivery of pretrial services across the state of 
Maine. She is also active in Maine’s problem-solving court movement through the provision of case management for all Maine problem 
solving courts (adult criminal drug courts, co-occurring disorders court, veterans’ court, and family treatment drug courts) and has 
pioneered the co-location of treatment and case management services in Maine. She has assisted in establishing reentry programs 
in three counties. Ms. Simoni serves as a board member on the National Association of Pretrial Service Agencies, the New England 
Association of Drug Court Professionals and the Co-Occurring Collaborative Serving Maine. She is also a member of the National 
Institute of Corrections Pretrial Network. Ms. Simoni is a graduate of the University of Maine School of Law (1992) and Michigan State 
University (1989).

Jacquelyn J. Starer, MD, FACOG, FASAM, joined Physicians Health Service as an associate director in 2014 and has served on the 
PHS Clinical Advisory Committee since 2008. She graduated from the University of Wisconsin Medical School and completed her 
postgraduate training at the University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio. Dr. Starer is certified by the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology and American Board of Addiction Medicine. She is a fellow of American Society of Addiction Medicine and 
American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology, and is President of the Massachusetts Chapter of the American Society of Addiction 
Medicine. She is the Director of Integrated Women’s Consult Service (IWCS) at Clean Slate Centers Worcester site, and an associate 
attending physician at Faulkner Hospital as well as a consultant for their Addiction Recovery Program. Dr. Starer is also on staff at St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital and holds many committee memberships and leadership positions at various organizations. 

Pamela Talbot is the Assistant Deputy Superintendent of the Second Chance Juvenile Treatment Court Program for the Bristol County 
Sheriff’s Office. She is the Project Director for Bristol County for Reclaiming Futures. The majority of her career has involved working 
with offenders under community sanctions. She formerly served as the Program Director of the Community Corrections Center in 
Taunton, MA. Her community involvement has included working with non-profits, as the Secretary for the Youth Investment Foundation 
which she was one of the original founders; promoting a healthy lifestyle in Partners in Recovery, treasurer of the New Bedford Half 
Marathon, working with youth through Peace Works Community Program and Boys and Girls Club of Greater New Bedford.

Gina vincent, PhD, is an Associate Professor, Co-Director of the Law & Psychiatry Program in the Department of Psychiatry at the 
University of Massachusetts Medical School, and is on the faculty of the Massachusetts Center of Excellence for Specialty Courts. 
She also is President of the National Youth Screening and Assessment Partners (NYSAP), a MacArthur Foundation Models for 
Change technical assistance center for assisting juvenile justice agencies with the selection and implementation of mental health 
and risk assessments. Dr. Vincent has a young investigator’s award from NIDA to conduct neuroimaging on youth with substance 
abuse problems. She also has received funding from NIMH and the MacArthur Foundation for studies relevant to risk for reoffending, 
mental health problems, and substance abuse among youth involved in the juvenile justice system. She has published, lectured, 

PAGE  27

BIOGrAPHIES



Drug Courts: Where Justice and Treatment Meet

PAGE  28

and presented research at over 100 international and national conferences and juvenile justice facilities in the areas of risk/needs 
assessment, adolescent substance abuse, and mental health symptoms in juvenile justice. She is author of the recent publication Risk 
Assessment in Juvenile Probation: A Guidebook for Implementation.

Susan vogl, LICSW, received her Master’s Degree in Social Work from the University of Southern California. She has over 28 years 
of experience working with substance troubled individuals, 19 of which have been with adolescents. Susan has been the Director 
of Phoenix House’s Juvenile Drug Court Program in Rhode Island for the past 10 years. She has served on her local juvenile hearing 
board since its inception in 2004. Susan is also a drug prevention advocate, having served as both Chair and Vice Chair for the North 
Kingstown’s Drug Prevention Task Force.

Donna McCarten White, RN, PhD, CS, CADAC-II, is the Addiction Specialist for the Lemuel Shattuck Hospital, a Public Health Hospital 
for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. She is the former Chief Operating Officer and Nurse Executive at Worcester State Hospital. 
In addition, she was the Director of Nurses and the Director of Chemical Dependency Services and the Dual Diagnosis Program at 
Pembroke Psychiatric Hospital. She is a graduate of Boston City Hospital School of Nursing and earned a BSN from Curry College in 
1985. In addition, she holds an MSN from the University of Massachusetts/Boston, is a licensed drug and alcohol counselor with an 
additional certification in advanced Drug and Alcohol Counseling, is certified in Chemical Dependency and Addictions Nursing, and is 
certified by the ANCC as a Clinical Nurse Specialist in Public Health Nursing. . She has lectured at many facilities and agencies and is a 
recognized leader in the field of Addictions, Impaired Practice and Peer Assistance, as well as Healthcare Professional Stress. 

Guy Wheeler, MSW, CAP, CCJAP, is a national expert in the area of treatment, consulting, and training with a strong focus on substance 
abuse, mental health, and criminal behavior for both Juveniles and Adults. As a Certified Cultural Competence Trainer , he has 
traveled the country and abroad addressing trauma, domestic violence, drug court, spirituality, the criminal mind, and how to work 
with black male participants, and many more. He recently co-developed an Afro-Centric promise practice curriculum called Habilitation 
Empowerment Accountability Therapy (H.E.A.T). This interactive facilitator/participant manual is one of the first of its kind in America. 
HEAT is presently being tested and federally grant sponsored by Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA). Guy has three training videos that are sold around the country. His popular “Absent Father” video/topic was so powerful, 
the White House invited him to dialog and participate in the Fatherhood Initiative Program. He was recently featured on CNN for his 
work in the field. Mr. Wheeler presently maintains a clinical practice that works with the Misdemeanor (marijuana) Drug Court of 
Broward County Florida. His Drug Court experience dates back to 1990 when he initiated the second Drug Court in the country while 
also overseeing a jai-based treatment program. The highlight of Guy’s career was having the first Day Treatment program in Florida for 
crack cocaine addicts. Maintains a clinical private practice for Juveniles & Adults which treat a wide range of diagnoses. JFL provides 
training, lectures, evaluations, and research for jails, social service providers, treatment programs, churches, and schools across the 
nation and abroad. Currently, JFL provide assessments and clinical services for Broward’s Misdemeanor Drug Court.

Honorable Pamela Woodcock Pfeiffer is an Associate Judge on the RI District Court and has presided over the state’s Veterans Court 
since its inception. She is a graduate of Hofstra University and the University of Connecticut School of Law. Prior to taking the bench, 
Judge Woodcock Pfeiffer practiced in the areas of criminal law and trusts and estates, as well as having served as the Clerk of the RI 
Supreme Court.

Donna zaharevitz is a gambler in recovery and has been working in the recovery field for over 17 years. She has appeared on both 
national and local new media discussing the addiction of gambling and recovery services in the state of CT and other area states. 
Donna has produced a video — In Recovery: Where Are We Now, Where Do We Go From Here — for the council. She has presented 
at a press conference at the US House of Representatives advocating for the education, research and treatment for the addiction 
of gambling. In 2008, the CT Department of Corrections granted her permission to start the first of its kind Gambling Intervention 
Group at the Niantic’s Women’s Correctional Facility, and as a recovery coach. In addition Donna serves on the Board of Directors of 
the Capital Area Substance Abuse Council and the Maine Youth Action Network (NYAN). She also serves on the National Council on 
Problems Gambling Federal Affairs Committee as well as the National Councils Helpline Committee

Honorable robert P. ziemian was a 2003 inductee into the prestigious National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP) Hall 
of Fame for service to the field. He is the current president of the New England Association of Drug Court Professionals (NEADCP). He 
was appointed a Justice of the Massachusetts Trial Court in March of 1989 by Governor Michael Dukakis. Prior to his appointment, 
Judge Ziemian, a former Naval Aviator and Test Pilot, was a Criminal Lawyer who successfully prosecuted two of Massachusetts’ 
most notorious homicide cases in the mid-1980s. Because of his long time interest in combining drug treatment, prevention, and 
enforcement resources in a united attack on substance abuse, he worked with the Defense Bar, officials of the Trial Court, and 
community members to develop and implement in 1995 the first Drug Diversion Court in Massachusetts. The court demonstrated 
remarkable success in lowering the recidivism rate of high-risk, long term drug abusers. Judge Ziemian has been instrumental in 
training other judges and court personnel resulting in the establishment of more than fifty Drug Courts in Massachusetts and New 
England, with others in the planning stages. Despite determined opposition from many in the court system, he has made Drug Courts 
a permanent and expanding part of the landscape of the courts. Judge Ziemian is a founding member and has been on the Board of 
Directors of both NADCP and the New England Association of Drug Court Professionals.
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