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According to data released in the final hours of 2015, Massachusetts State Police 

investigated more fatal suspected heroin overdoses in Middlesex County than any other 

in the state, excluding major cities. 

State police released statistics on Thursday marking total homicides, drug 

overdoses and other major activity the department investigated in 2015. As of 

around 1 p.m. on Dec. 31, Middlesex County topped the list of suspected 

overdoses and had the second highest total of homicides in the state. 

In total, state police responded to 755 fatal suspected heroin overdoses in 2015. 

Of those overdoses, 591 victims were male and 164 were female, with an average 

age of 36. Middlesex County, which includes most MetroWest towns, claimed 

142 of those overdoses. Essex County had the second highest total at 130, 

followed by Bristol County, with 108. Worcester County, which also includes 

some MetroWest towns, had 68 suspected overdose deaths, excluding the city of 

Worcester. 

Berkshire County, excluding Pittsfield, had the fewest overdoses. 

Police arrested 3,865 drivers under the influence of alcohol or narcotics. 

State police investigated 64 homicides in 2015, with 12 occurring in Middlesex 

County. Essex County had the highest homicide rate, at 15. Worcester County, 

excluding Worcester, had four. 

Boston, Worcester, Springfield and Pittsfield are outside state police jurisdiction 

for homicide and overdose investigations. 

Norfolk County had the least homicides, with two. 

Of the 64 total homicides under state police jurisdiction, 47 were solved. 

Also in 2015, state police used its police dogs on 3,113 missions, its Underwater 

Recovery Unit 240 times, its Air Wing 1,306 times, and the state police special 

tactical operations team 191 times. 



“I am extremely proud of the strong work done by the members of the 

Massachusetts State Police throughout the past year,” Colonel Richard D. 

McKeon, superintendent of the department, said. “The men and women of this 

department worked around the clock, every day and night, to protect the lives, 

safety and property of everyone who lives, works and travels through our state. I 

thank them profusely. We embrace our responsibility to do it all over again in 

2016.” 

In 2015, the department celebrated its 150th anniversary. 

Brittney McNamara can be reached at 508-490-7463 or by email at 

bmcnamara@wickedlocal.com. Follow her on Twitter at @bmcnamara_MW. 

 


