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Two months after sharply criticizing a drug manufacturer for raising the price of its heroin 

antidote medication, Eric T. Schneiderman, the New York State attorney general, is expected to 

announce on Thursday an agreement with the company to offset those rates, as well as any new 

increases, for one year. 

The agreement, reached with Amphastar Pharmaceuticals late last month, came after escalating 

complaints from police departments and public health officials across the country last year over 

the rising cost of the company’s formulation of the medication, naloxone, which is used by many 

government agencies to reverse overdoses. In a December letter to the company, Mr. 

Schneiderman said that the price increases were “unacceptable.” 

The price of naloxone increased last fall, with agencies in some states reporting a cost of $35 or 

$40 per dose, up from around $20. 

Amid rising heroin use and opioid pill abuse, naloxone has emerged as a preferred response from 

state and federal agencies trying to prevent overdose deaths. The drug, a generic, reverses the 

effects of an overdose from opioids. Officials say it has no side effects, even if it is mistakenly 

given to someone overdosing on a non-opiate drug, like cocaine, or someone in the throes of 

another health emergency. 

The most common formulation used by New York police officers, as well as by health officials 

and addiction advocates, is a syringe made by Amphastar that can be used for needle injection or 

as a nasal spray. Last spring, the state attorney general’s office began a program to provide $5 

million for law enforcement agencies in New York to buy kits with naloxone and an atomizer for 

nasal administration, enough so that every officer could be equipped with the antidote. To date, it 

has spent $1.8 million to cover those purchases. 

Mr. Schneiderman heralded the new agreement, signed by Amphastar’s president, Jason B. 

Shandell, which provides for a $6 rebate per dose on the current cost of the drug to police 

departments and other agencies in New York State that distribute naloxone. The company also 

agreed to increase the size of the rebate to match any rise in the wholesale price of naloxone over 

the next year. 

“This deal ensures that we can continue to give New Yorkers who have overdosed on opioids a 

second chance at life, and rehabilitation,” Mr. Schneiderman said in a statement. 

http://mobile.nytimes.com/2015/02/05/nyregion/new-york-state-attorney-general-reaches-deal-to-reduce-price-of-heroin-antidote.html?_r=0
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/eric_t_schneiderman/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.amphastar.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/01/nyregion/prices-increase-for-antidote-to-heroin-overdoses-used-by-police.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/02/nyregion/new-york-attorney-general-critical-of-heroin-antidotes-cost.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/13/nyregion/anti-overdose-drug-becoming-an-everyday-part-of-police-work.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/03/nyregion/new-york-program-to-help-police-get-a-kit-to-combat-overdoses.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/03/nyregion/new-york-program-to-help-police-get-a-kit-to-combat-overdoses.html


It was not immediately clear if the company had reached similar arrangements with other states. 

Mr. Shandell said in an email that he was “pleased” to have reached the deal with Mr. 

Schneiderman but declined to comment on “discussions with other governmental agencies.” 

Matt Curtis, the policy director of Vocal -New York, an advocacy group that raised concern over 

the price increases, said he hoped the arrangement represented “the start of a number of deals.” 

The arrangement to reduce the cost of the antidote joins a parallel effort by the Clinton 

Foundation, which announced last week that it had negotiated down the cost of a different — and 

more expensive — version of the drug made by Kaléo Pharma that uses an autoinjector, a 

delivery method similar to an EpiPen. The negotiated price was not disclosed by the foundation. 
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